
  

  
June 29, 2006 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  

  
OCSTA FALL REGIONAL MEETINGS 
West Region:  September 19 – Hosted by London CDSB 
East Region:  September 22 – Hosted by Ottawa-Carleton CDSB 
Central Region:  September 26 – Hosted by Durham CDSB 
North West Region:  September 29 – Hosted by Thunder Bay CDSB 
North East Region:  October 3 – Hosted by Sudbury CDSB 

For more information about OCSTA’s Regional Meetings please contact Jane Ponte, (416) 932-9460, ext. 
23 or email: jponte@ocsta.on.ca.  

Meeting with Ministry Staff Re: GSNs  

 
On June 23, OCSTA President, Bernard Murray, Past President, Paul C. Whitehead, and staff members, 
Executive Director, John Stunt, Director of Legislative and Political Affairs, Carol Devine and Senior 
Finance Policy Advisor, Jim Hardy met with Ministry of Education Finance staff to address OCSTA 
concerns and questions around the recently released Grants for Student Needs (GSN).  Following is an 
overview of some of the questions and issues discussed. 

Local Priorities Grant 

Question:  Many boards funded their excess Administrative costs through a portion of the Local Priorities 
grant.  How will boards do this in the future, given the ongoing needs as required under Ministry 
initiatives, e.g. Good Places to Learn, PSAB, ONSIS, MISA, etc.? 
Response:  The Ministry is concerned about the rise in board Administrative expenses and has 

expressed an interest in discussing this further with boards in order to enhance the Ministry’s 
understanding of the issues and factors causing an increase in this budget line item. 

School Foundation Grant 

Question:  Is the grant based on the existing schools that a board operates and will it be adjusted for 

newly opened schools and closed schools? 
Response:  The grant will be adjusted as schools are opened and closed. 
Question:  Is the funding conditional upon a full-time principal/secretary being in a school? 
Response:  The money comes to boards unconditionally and it is up to boards to decide how schools will 

be staffed. 
Question:  Have there been any other changes to the “Geographic Circumstances” grant, other than the 

removal of the school administration portion, i.e. any change to “distance” criteria? 
Response:  There are no changes to the “Geographic Circumstances” grant other than the removal of 

the school administrative portion. 
Question:  Are there any commitments to address the benefits’ gap in future years?  
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Response:  The Ministry acknowledges the existence of the gap but there are no specific commitments 
to fund this gap in the immediate future. 
  
Labour Framework 
  
Question:  Is the total amount of teacher preparation time, agreed to under the province’s Labour 

Framework, now being funded 100% through the GSNs? 
Response:  The Ministry has put money in this year’s grants to fund the “additional” 10 minutes in 

preparation time that boards had previously agreed to fund but there are still some 16 unfunded minutes 
that remain unfunded by the GSNs. 
  
Primary Class Size Initiative 
  
Question:  What penalty is there for boards that are unable to reach the 2006-07 primary class size 

objective of 23 or fewer pupils in 100% of their primary classes? 
Response:  The Ministry expects all boards to do their best to achieve the 2006-07 goals and will be 

monitoring the results throughout the year.  The Ministry recently released information about an online 
tool for tracking class size reduction information.  The tool can be accessed by going to 
www.edu.gov.on.caand following the links.  
  
Question:  What relief will be available for boards encountering significant increases in split classes, 

perhaps even triple classes? 
Response:  The Ministry is going to review the issue of split grades this year. 
  
Special Education 
  
Question:  Since there will be no “Net New Needs” in 2006-07 how will boards respond to increases in 

incidence rates in the future? 
Response:  The Ministry will continue to seek ways to find a “proxy” that will determine changes in 

incidence rates in future years.  
  
Student Transportation 
  
Question:  Will boards be “required” to join consortiums? 
Response:  All boards will be required to belong to a transportation consortium but boards will be allowed 

to find “local” solutions. 
  
Declining Enrolment Adjustment 
  
Question:  The 2005-06 guaranteed amount has been eliminated in 2006-07.  Has the “savings” to the 
Ministry resulting from this change been retained in the GSNs in 2006-07? 
Response:  The amount resulting from these “savings” has been retained in the 2006-07 GSNs. 
  
Capital 
  
Question:  There are concerns that new capital funding grants may not meet current debenture 
obligations. Will boards be assured that these obligations will be met? 
Response:  The Ministry will make sure that all debt will be paid, provided that boards have obtained the 
appropriate Ministry approvals.  Transfers from boards’ Capital Reserves will require Ministry approval in 
order to ensure that these funds are used first to cover debt that has already been incurred.  More 
information will be coming on Capital grants in the near future. 
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Question:  Will the new funding vehicle that is to be introduced for Good Places to Learn projects also be 
used to finance new New Pupil Place projects? 
Response:  That is under consideration at this time. 
  
Question:  When will the guidelines on school closures be announced? 
Response:  They are anticipated soon.  

Note:  Following the initial release of the GSNs on June 12, OCSTA summarized the announcement in a 

memorandum that was issued to all boards.  The Association will continue to monitor and analyze the 
impact of this year’s GSNs on board budgets and operations over the next several weeks.  All boards 
have been asked to alert OCSTA immediately to any concerns, problems or anomalies that they might 
identify as they go through their detailed grant calculations.  Data received from OCSTA member boards 
will help the Association to develop a provincial perspective on this issue which will in turn inform and 
shape our strategic response to the 2006-07 GSNs.   

Please contact Jim Hardy at OCSTA for more information – 416-932-9460, ext. 33. 
  

BILL 78  

 
Bill 78, Education Statute Law Amendment Act (Student Performance) 2006, received Royal Assent June 
1.  The third reading version as amended is posted on the government’s website: 

www.ontla.on.ca/documents/bills/38_parliament/session2/index.htm#P749_47695. 

OCSTA was pleased that significant recommendations made by our Association to the Standing 
Committee hearings have been adopted. 

There are extensive amendments to the section on the provision of personal information to clarify the 
reasons why information is being collected and to comply with provisions of the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.  This is in accordance with OCSTA’s recommendation. 

A new section 11.1(1) has been added which states that before regulations under Section 11.1 can go 
forward, the Minister shall consult with OPSBA, OCSTA, ACEPO, and AFOCSC, and other bodies as 
appropriate, within 60 days notice of regulation.  There are reasonable circumstances for exceptions.  
OCSTA had strongly recommended a consultation process. 

Not all of OCSTA’s recommendations were reflected in the amended Bill, however, issues remaining 
include: 

1.         Student trustees will be permitted in private session board meetings except those where there will 
be information disclosed that is intimate, personal or financial information in respect of a board 
member, an employee, or a student and his/her parent(s). 

2.         There are no changes to the process for investigation into board affairs. 

3.         The amended bill still contains a clause which allows the Minister to set a regulation regarding 
trustee honoraria, including some form of community consultation. 

The Sections of Bill 78 dealing with Student Trustees and with Trustee Honoraria were proclaimed to 
come into force effective July 7, 2006.  Regulations under these sections have not yet been filed. 
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The Sections of the Education Act and Ontario College of Teachers Act dealing with the Teacher 
Induction Program have been proclaimed into force as of June 12, 2006. 

For more information:  Carol Devine, Director, Legislative and Political Affairs, ext. 24, 
cdevine@ocsta.on.ca 
  

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK: 

APRIL 29 – MAY 4, 2007 

 
  
In May the Association issued a memo to all boards that announced the 2007 theme for Catholic 
Education Week---Created in the Image of God.  We hope this early notice will support advance planning 
and allow a number of boards to celebrate the theme from the beginning of the school year to the 
culminating celebrations during Catholic Education Week which will take place next year April 29 to May 
4.   

The proposed daily themes for next year’s Catholic Education Week (CEW) are: 

1. Created Sacred  
2. Created Essentially Good  
3. Created Uniquely Gifted  
4. Created Alive in the Spirit  
5. Created for One Another  

Boards may wish to include the 2007 CEW theme in their 2006-07 advance communications with schools 
and communities.  Boards are encouraged to form alocal Catholic Education Week committee with 
representatives of all partners, especially Religious Education Consultants, Secondary School Religion 
Heads and Chaplains, Pastoral Animators and the board’s Communications staff. 

We encourage you to inform members of your local Catholic community of the dates and the theme for 
2007.  OCSTA will ensure that provincial organizations are informed.  Thank you for your assistance in 
the publication of this important information. 

For more information: Connie Araujo-DeMelo, OCSTA staff, (416) 932-9460, ext. 26 or email: 
cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca.  
  

2007 OCSTA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONFERENCE 

 
Please mark your 2007 calendars now for the Association’s Annual General Meeting and Conference 
which will take place April 26-28, 2007 at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel in Toronto.  We are pleased to 
note that our host board in 2007 will be the Toronto Catholic District School Board. 
The Association has adopted the 2007 Catholic Education Week theme—Created in the Image of God—
as the theme for the next year’s Conference.  More information about the program and hotel room 
discounts will be shared with boards in the fall. 
  
For more information: Pam DeNobrega, OCSTA staff, (416) 932-9460, ext. 34 or email: 
pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca 
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