PROPOSED READINGS AND PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL FOR A EUCHARISTIC LITURGY OR LITURGY OF THE WORD
Note:
Consult with the celebrant regarding the readings. They may wish to use the readings of the day rather than the readings suggested here.
We suggest that the celebrant offer the Mass of the Holy Spirit that is often used at the beginning of the school year. We suggest that the Psalm be sung. See for example ‘The Lord is My Light’ in Gather 2.
First Reading:
Isaiah. 49:5-6
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
The Lord says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him

and that Israel may be gathered to him,

for I am honored in the sight of the Lord

and God has become my strength.

The Lord says,

‘It is too small a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to restore the survivors of Israel;

I will give you a light to the nations,

that my salvation may reach the end of the earth’.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 27:1,4,13-14
The response to the Psalm is:
I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land

of the living.
Reader:
The Lord is my light and my salvation;


Whom should I fear?



The Lord is the stronghold of my life;



Of whom shall I be afraid?

All:

I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.
Reader:
One thing I asked of the Lord,


that I will seek:



to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,



to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.

All:

I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.
Reader:
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord


in the land of the living.



Wait for the Lord; be strong



and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

All:

I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.
Second Reading:
1 Peter: 9
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s own people,

in order that you may proclaim mighty acts of Him

who called you out of the darkness into His marvelous light.

 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel:
Matthew 5:13-16
Jesus said to His disciples,
‘You are the salt of the earth;

but if salt has lost its taste,

how can its saltiness be restored?

It is no longer good for anything,

but is thrown out and trampled under foot’.
‘You are the light of the world.

A city set on a hill cannot be hid.
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket,

but on a lamp stand

and it gives light to all in the house’.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer of the Faithful
The response to our prayers is: Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Ever living and ever loving God, coming together in prayer, we entrust to You ourselves, our school, our neighbors and the entire human race, imploring Your mercies and Your blessings.
Reader:
For the Church, that the light of Christ may be the beacon to lead her in our troubled world, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For our local communities, our First Nations peoples, our province, our country, that the light of Christ may be our guiding hope, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
For the students and staff of our school, that we may walk boldly in the light of Christ, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
For our families, that the light of Christ may be their constant guide, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant: 
Hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your faithful people as we strive to walk in the light, which is Jesus Christ.
All: 

+Amen.
