PRAYERS FOR THE OPENING WEEK OF SCHOOL, SECONDARY
SEPTEMBER 2011
September 6, 2011
As we prepare to celebrate the theme, Catholic Education: Walking in the Light of Christ, let us call to mind how Jesus taught, so that others might learn …
God of grace and goodness,
we desire to walk in Your light.

As we stand on the threshold of the potential and promise

of this school year, we ask You to guide our steps.

Help us to walk gently with one another.

We are excited and nervous.

We are hopeful and restless.

May Your Word direct our actions and

Your light give us peace, as we begin

this new semester of learning and leading.

+Amen.
September 7, 2011
God of the journey,
You sent us Jesus, the Great Teacher,

to show us the way to You.

To the farmers and fisher folk of Galilee,

Jesus taught using images of the land –

olive trees, shepherds and sheep,

grape vines and seeds sown –

in order to bring His listeners to an understanding

of His message.

Yet, some continued to walk in darkness.

We pray that our hearts connect with the words and images

of the Great Teacher, Your Son.

May these words reveal Your life-giving truth

so that we may go forth,

illuminated by the knowledge of Your love.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, The Teacher.

+Amen.
September 8, 2011
Dear God,
we pray that we might have the strength

to walk in the footsteps of Your Son

when our world is calling us to walk a different path.

To concern ourselves less with prestige

and to take a lesser place at the table.

To concern ourselves less with drawing negative attention

and to have the courage to cry out against injustice.

To concern ourselves less with having to win at all costs

and to recognize the gift of humbly serving others.

To concern ourselves less with maintaining an appearance of control

and to become vulnerable to reveal our brokenness and humanity to others.

To recognize and care for Christ

in the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and the imprisoned.

That call to live in the light of Christ is a daily challenge.

As a community of faith at _______________ (insert school name here),

may we support one another in the knowledge

that this path, alone, leads to true happiness and freedom.

We make this prayer in the light of Christ.

+Amen.

September 9, 2011
This morning let us hear Matthew’s gospel with new ears:
‘You are the light of the world …

Let Your light shine before others,

so that they may see Your good works and

give glory to Your Father in Heaven’.

Loving God, help us shine our goodness and kindness on one another.

Let us walk with integrity and joy

so we may lead others to You.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

+Amen.
