PRAYERS FOR THE OPENING WEEK OF SCHOOL, SEPTEMBER 2010

September 7, 2010
Throughout the year we will be preparing for Catholic Education Week next May. 

Our theme is Catholic Education: Celebrating the Spirit.

Let us begin our celebrations by asking the Holy Spirit to walk with us this year:

Come Holy Spirit,

Fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them, the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.

And you shall renew the face of the earth.

Holy Spirit, protect us and bless us this year as we live in your love.

Amen

September 8, 2010
In preparation for our theme, Catholic Education: Celebrating the Spirit we pray,
Jesus, send us your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

You know our strengths and weaknesses.

Transform us into messengers of your Gospel for those who yearn for you.

Jesus, send us your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

You know our history, with its beautiful and painful experiences.
Help us to be untiring promoters of a society based on love, justice and peace.
Jesus, send us your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

You know our longing for love and community.

Make us instruments of unity and service, especially for those who are weak and those who are lonely.

Amen.

Source: Catholic Youth Bible, St. Mary’s Press
September 9, 2010
We Celebrate the Spirit in Catholic Education in many ways. Let us look back to the book of Sirach to see how the ancient Jewish people saw a Spirit filled person:

To be a good person, be filled with the Spirit of understanding,
Give thanks to God in prayer,

Allow God to direct you and grow in knowledge of God’s world,

Show wisdom of what you have learned,

Glory in the law of God’s covenant.

Your understanding will be praised,

Your name will live through the generations.

Nations will speak of your wisdom

and God’s holy people will proclaim your praise.

We pray in the Spirit of Christ,

Amen.

September 10, 2010
In Celebrating the Spirit in our Catholic Schools, we remember that Jesus sent his Spirit throughout our lives. This we celebrate during a time together.
Christ of the journey,

may we remember

that you are always walking with us.

Your Spirit is always in us and around us,
helping us create schools marked by

hospitality and understanding,

justice and wisdom
and unbound gratitude for your love.

When we lose our way,

bring us back to the path.

Remind us that we are blessed,

that we are sacred
and that we are called to reflect your grace.

May you continue to bless those who work and study in our Catholic schools.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus the teacher.

Amen.

Adapted from Lisa Freemantle and Les Miller, Words for the Journey, Novalis
