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Catholic Education Week 2010
“Catholic Education: Rejoicing in Hope”
MAY 2 - MAY 7, 2010
Guidelines for using the Advance Kit
What is Catholic Education Week?

Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education during Catholic Education Week. 
What is the theme of Catholic Education Week?

This year’s celebration entitled “Catholic Education: Rejoicing in Hope” is scheduled for the week of May 2 – May 7. The scriptural theme is "Rejoice in the Lord always … and the God of peace will be with you”  taken from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians. When there is so much in the media that teaches despair and gloom, we reflect on the Gospel message of joyous hope.
What is the Catholic Education Week Resource Kit? 

For a number of years OCSTA has developed and distributed a school-based Resource Kit of activities, prayer services and suggested resources based on the theme of the particular year. The Resource Kit is sent to Catholic school communities early in the year to assist them in their Catholic Education Week activities. 

What is the Catholic Education Week Advance Kit? 

In order to help all Catholic educational partners engage in prayer and dialogue in preparation for Catholic Education Week 2010, OCSTA has prepared an Advance Kit of prayer services and reflection activities. Unlike the Resource Kit that is designed for students, the Advance Kit, sent early in the school year, is designed to help adult groups (trustees, school board staff, school staff groups, parent groups, parish groups, associations, etc) reflect on the theme of Catholic Education Week with prayer services and reflection activities beginning in Advent and concluding in the month before Catholic Education Week. 
What are the sub-themes of Catholic Education Week?

The Advance Kit has five prayer and reflection activities for the five months preceding Catholic Education Week, each activity reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic Education Week: 

1. Advent - “Hope in Our Hearts”

2. January - “Hope in Our Homes”

3. February - “Hope in Our Schools”

4. March - “Hope in Our Communities”

5. April - “Hope in Our World”
How can the Advance Kit be used in a local Catholic educational community? 

Each service may be used to begin a meeting or gathering, or to provide an opportunity for the adult partners in a local Catholic education community to discuss the themes. 

Each prayer service includes: 

.. prayers that reflect the theme; 

.. a scripture reading that connects with the theme; * 

.. a personal reflection related to the Scripture reading; 

.. a theme-related reading taken from contemporary Catholic spiritual writings; 

.. questions for discussion or reflection based on that reading.

* Note that the scriptural reading has been provided for your convenience, however, scripture should be read from a Bible or Lectionary.
Does the format of these prayer services always have to be followed? 

The Advance Kit is a gift to be adapted and utilized in whatever way suits the needs of your local community. Feel free to use all, or any part, of the kit in the five months prior to Catholic Education Week 2010 beginning in Advent 2009. 

What approach should be taken to the discussion? 

The Advance Kit is designed in Catholic education to help adult groups to sit down together to pray and reflect. In discussing the reflection questions found in this Advance Kit, it is important to allow for the divergent views and experiences that may emerge. Reflection sharing or discussions should be conducted in a gospel atmosphere of respect. Conflicting points of view should be heard and accepted, without feeling the need for them to be resolved. 

How can we help prepare for future Catholic Education Week activities?

OCSTA encourages all its partners to let us know about your group’s use of this Advance Kit by sending an e-mail to OCSTA at the following e-mail address: ocsta@ocsta.on.ca
The Catholic Education Week Committee would also be pleased to receive your feedback on this Advance Kit as well as suggestions to improve its value to our partners in Catholic education. 

These and all other Catholic Education Week materials are available on the OCSTA website: www.ocsta.on.ca. 

                            Catholic Education:
“Hope in Our Hearts”
Advent 2009

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:  
Magnificat, David Haas
O Come Divine Messiah, Traditional

Prepare Ye, Godspell
Let There Be Peace On Earth, Jill Jackson, Sy Miller
OPENING PRAYER:
God of hope,
You are holy, you are wisdom, you are our deepest truth.

During this Advent time,

Help us to ready our hearts for you.

Wake us when we are world weary and numb to your wonder.

Fill in our valleys of despair with your comfort.
Lower the mountains of fear within us through compassionate correction.

Direct us along straight paths to your love.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, the bringer of peace.
READING: Isaiah 40:3-5

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up
   and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level
   and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
   and all people shall see it together,
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 

What does it mean to have a hopeful heart this Advent?
READING: Hope for Presence
Advent is a time of waiting and patience, in our daily and faithful lives. Our journey could be compared to that of a refugee: traveling many weeks, then arriving at our destination, only to anxiously await the promise of what comes next. For refugees, the arrival is about survival into new life; for Christians, the arrival centers on Christ’s birth and the promise of a God who leads us to new life. As we come closer to December 25th, we remember the rich traditions that accompany our journeys and arrivals and that teach us about our expectations and hopes. Instead of hoping for presents, let us instead hope for presence – giving birth to Christ’s presence in our hearts and in our world. Let us pray for a world that will one day be transformed into a full reflection of the Kingdom of God. 
-Catholic Relief Services http://crs-blog.org/advent-reflection-day-24/
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION: 

What are the barriers to having hopeful hearts and how can we address them?
CLOSING PRAYER:
God of starlight promise,
Shine in our hearts.
Bring warmth to rid us of coldness,
Bring truth to dispel deception,

Bring wisdom to reign over rashness.

This Advent,

Make our hopeful hearts

Fit places to celebrate the birth of sacred love,
Again and again.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, newborn child of hope.

Amen
SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS:
Holy Is His name, John Michael Talbot

Let The Valleys Be Raised, Dan Schutte

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Traditional

                                Catholic Education:

“Hope in Our Homes”
january 2010
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
You Are Mine, David Haas

You Are Near, John Foley, SJ

Were I The Perfect Child Of God, Tony Alonso

OPENING PRAYER:
God of earth and Heaven,
We praise you and we bless you.
May our homes be places that mirror your love;

Places of welcome and warmth.

May our tables be set with good food, wise conversation and compassionate hearts.
May your forgiveness heal sorrows; 

May your justice bring harmony.
May our homes be places where we rejoice in hope, now and always.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus

Amen
READING: Colossians 3:12-17
You are God's chosen race, his saints; He loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. 

Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. 

Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. 

And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; 

And never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

The Word of the Lord
PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTION: 
How can I make my home a more hope filled place?

READING: Family, become what you are: "Good News" for all the world
Difficulties, exhaustion, conflicts and daily worries are part of life for all families. When parents - despite their troubles and despite their imperfections and weaknesses - choose kindness over aggression, tenderness over violence, forgiveness over bitterness, the family proclaims the victory of love, the victory of the Cross. When this happens, family members become witnesses to the incredible news of Jesus Christ, in whom love triumphed over death, once and for all. Such is the mystery of family life - human beings who transform the world by living the life of Jesus, a full life that fulfills the deepest hopes. Not only is this a challenge and an adventure, it is the Good News!  
(Text adapted from the Bishops of the Americas Statement Affirming the Value of the Family 1.3.2004) http://www.homeisaholyplace.org.uk/quotes.html
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
How can we help our families nurture their relationship with Jesus?
CLOSING PRAYER:

Loving God,
You have given us responsibility

to continue your work on earth,

to be living signs of hope.

May we start with our families,

treating one another with

dignity and respect,

honour and kindness,

humility and truth,

gentleness and courage.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen
(Adapted from L. Freemantle and L. Miller, Words for the Journey, 2009).

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG:
How Can I Keep From Singing? Traditional

Sing A New Song, Dan Schutte

Eye Has Not Seen

ALTERNATIVE REFLECTIVE READING:
Together with passing on the faith and the love of God, one of the greatest responsibilities of families is that of training free and responsible persons. For this reason the parents need gradually to give their children greater freedom, while remaining for some time the guardians of that freedom. If children see that their parents - and more generally, all the adults around them - live life with joy and enthusiasm, despite all difficulties, they will themselves develop that profound "joy of life" which can help them to overcome wisely the inevitable obstacles and problems which are part of life. Furthermore, when families are not closed in on themselves, children come to learn that every person is worthy of love and that there is a basic, universal brotherhood which embraces every human being.
Apostolic Journey Of His Holiness Benedict XVI To Valencia (Spain) On Occasion Of The Fifth World Meeting Of Families Vigil Of Prayer Address Of The Holy Father Saturday, 8 July 2006
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2006/july/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20060708_incontro-festivo_en.html


                                Catholic Education:

“Hope in Our Schools”
february 2010
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:

The Summons, John Bell

Servant Song, David Haas

We Are Marching, South African 
OPENING PRAYER:
God of wisdom,

We praise you and we bless you.

You teach us your ways.
May wisdom flow through our classrooms;

May compassion walk gently in our hallways;

May joy ring out in our playgrounds and gymnasiums;

May words of integrity and justice be spoken in our offices and workrooms.
By our joyful hope let all know that these are God’s schools.

READING: Philippians 4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with Thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me and the God of peace will be with you.
The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 

Where do I experience signs of hope in our schools?
READING: Pope Benedict XVI Addresses Catholic Educators
To all of you I say: Bear witness to hope. Nourish your witness with prayer. Account for the hope that characterizes your lives (cf. 1 Pet 3:15) by living the truth which you propose to your students. Help them to know and love the One you have encountered, whose truth and goodness you have experienced with joy. With Saint Augustine, let us say: “we who speak and you who listen acknowledge ourselves as fellow disciples of a single teacher” (Sermons, 23:2).

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
How does our school or school board “bear witness to hope”?
See also the excellent set of discussion questions based on Pope Benedict XVI’s address. Available at http://www.ncea.org/news/pressrelease/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=178&
CLOSING PRAYER:
Loving God, Master Teacher, Spirit of Wisdom,
We pray for the students entrusted to us in our schools. 

Help us to teach our children to walk in your ways.
Help us to support home and parish in raising young women and men to be people of prayer, love, integrity and justice.
May you bless our students in their life-long pilgrimages towards Heaven.
May you bless us in assisting them on their paths.
May they help us to rejoice in hope.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen

(Adapted from L. Freemantle and L. Miller, Words for the Journey, 2009).

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG:
I Believe In The Sun, Carey Landry
Let Justice Roll Like A River, Marty Haugen

All The Ends Of The Earth, Bob Dufford, SJ


                                Catholic Education:

“Hope in Our Communities”
march 2010
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
Gather Us In, Marty Haugen

Blest Are They, David Haas

God Is Here, David Haas

We Are Many Parts, Marty Haugen

OPENING PRAYER: 
God of all people,

We praise you and we bless you.

Give your Catholic schools renewed courage and commitment to reach beyond our walls to our communities;
To families and friends, may we be living witnesses of Good News;

To our parishes, may we deepen our mutual commitment to be centered in Christ’s love; 

To other public and private schools may we work together for the common good;

To the poor and powerless among us, may we be witnesses in more than words;

To those who wield authority unjustly, may we stand in loving contradiction.

Loving God,

Help us to make our communities places where we can rejoice in hope.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,

Who walked so long ago in the dusty communities of Galilee

And who walks in solidarity with us today in the streets of our communities.

Amen
READING: Acts 2:44-47
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 

The early Christian community were joyful witnesses to their beliefs. How can I be a sign of hope to my community?
READING: Lay Catholics: Witnesses to faith

The educational community of a school is itself a “school”. It teaches one how to be a member of the wider social communities and when the educational community is at the same time a Christian community - and this is what the educational community of a Catholic school must always be striving toward - then it offers a great opportunity for the teachers to provide the students with a living example of what it means to be a member of that great community which is the Church. 
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION: 
How can Catholic schools be living examples of hope to the larger community?

CLOSING PRAYER:
Ever-living God,
May we continue to praise you

for the gift of life.

May we make the most of every opportunity

to make our schools sing songs of your joyous hope

that resonate throughout our communities,

drowning despair and cynicism.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG:

City Of God, Dan Schutte
Shelter Me O God, Bob Hurd

Like A Shepherd, Bob Dufford, SJ

ALTERNATIVE READING: Hope Saves

Our lives are involved with one another, through innumerable interactions they are linked together. No one lives alone. No one sins alone. No one is saved alone. The lives of others continually spill over into mine, in what I think, say, do and achieve. And conversely, my life spills over into that of others, for better and for worse. So my prayer for another is not something extraneous to that person, something external, not even after death. In the interconnectedness of being, my gratitude to the other—my prayer for him—can play a small part in his purification. Our hope is always essentially also hope for others, only thus is it truly hope for me too. As Christians we should never limit ourselves to asking: how can I save myself? We should also ask: what can I do in order that others may be saved and that for them too the star of hope may rise? Then I will have done my utmost for my own personal salvation as well.

-Pope Benedict XVI- Spe Salvi #48.

                                Catholic Education:

“Hope in Our World”
april 2010
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
We Are Called, David Haas
Bread For The World, Bernadette Farrell

Canticle Of The Sun, Marty Haugen

Beginning Today, Darryl Ducotte

Bring Forth The Kingdom, Marty Haugen
OPENING PRAYER:
God of the universe,

We praise you and we bless you.

Give us wisdom and courage to be messengers of hope in our world.

Let us be marked with integrity and unity in our vocations, 

to be living signs of your joyful hope.

Help us dispel clouds of despair and doubt.
When we flag, bring us back to the Gospel.
Help us to reach beyond our comfortable boundaries 

to those who need your love and justice.

May our schools teach peace to the world through their words and witness.   

May we speak for our beautiful yet wounded planet, 

to take bold steps towards our healing.

May we continue to dream that one day our entire world will rejoice in hope.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, light of the World.

Amen
READING: The Gospel of John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
The Gospel of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 
How can I bring hope and light to the world?
READING: The Peace of God
I am hopeful about what the God of peace can accomplish. The peace movement is just beginning and we all have to be part of it. I’m hopeful we can create a world without war and nuclear weapons. I was in India for several weeks right after the tsunami with Arun Gandhi, Gandhi’s grandson, studying and learning more about non-violence and how powerful it can be when we organize it. 
The 19th-century abolitionists, like William Lloyd Garrison, were ridiculed because they wanted to abolish slavery. And the suffragettes were harassed when they demonstrated for the right to vote. Pete Seeger noted that not too long ago, we couldn’t even imagine that Nelson Mandela would be freed from prison and become president of South Africa, or that the Berlin wall would fall, or that Communism would end. 

As people of faith, we know that with the God of peace even the impossible is possible—that a world without war, injustice and nuclear weapons is coming. The challenge is to be on the side of hope, to spend our lives doing our part to welcome the new world of peace and justice.
–John Dear SJ http://www.americamagazine.org/content/article.cfm?article_id=4053 

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION: 

How can our Catholic schools be messages of hope, peace and justice to the world?

CLOSING PRAYER:

God of Hope, give us peace, 

the peace that the world cannot make, 

the peace that is the gift of You. 

Help us to not be so fearful,

but to dare to take the risk of life.

Teach us how to pray. 

Teach us how and when to say NO and to say YES. 

And bring us together as people who know that love is stronger than death. 

You have overcome the world and we can begin our celebration now,

Rejoicing in hope.

-Adapted from a prayer by Fr. Henri Nouwen. 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG:

You Are The Voice, David Haas
World Peace Prayer, Marty Haugen
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Traditional
This Is The Day, Marty Haugen

Join In The Dance, Dan Schutte

 “Catholic Education: Rejoicing in Hope”


 “Rejoice in the Lord always …


and the God of peace will be with you.” (Phil 4:4,9)












