Materials for Opening of the

New School Year 

Catholic Education Week 2009
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS -
BEACONS OF HOPE




Catholic Education: Good News for All

Six prayer services are included here to introduce the Catholic Education theme for 2008-2009, Catholic Education: Good News for All. It will culminate with our Catholic Education Week celebrations in early May. These prayers may be broadcast within the school or held individually in the classrooms and/or Chapel.  The first prayer service introduces the theme and the other five reflect different aspects of the main theme. The Pope has asked us to dedicate this year to St Paul. Hence many of the prayers and ideas include his ideas.

OPENING PRAYER

(Intended for September 2, 2008 or shortly after)

We begin our year in prayer by blessing ourselves in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Welcome to our new school year. This year we will be walking with St Paul, the apostle who wrote many of the letters of the Christian Scriptures.  St Paul showed us how to live courageous lives even under difficult circumstances. He also valued the gift of learning. We all grow in our learning and St Paul encouraged us to keep on growing in faith and understanding all of our lives. St. Paul quoted the prophet Isaiah in saying, “Blessed are the feet of the one who brings “Good News.” 

Loving God, help us show that 

our Catholic education is good news for everyone,

our school is good news for our community,

our class is good  news for the rest of the school,

each one of us is good news to each other.

St Paul often included this greeting in his letters: Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We pray in remembrance,

Grace to you this day and this year,

Grace to you at school and at home,

Grace to you when you study and play,

Grace to you when you listen and speak,

Peace to you in prayer and work,
Peace to your friendships,
Peace to your classrooms,

Peace to your families,
Peace to this school.

[If this prayer service is being led within the classroom, the teacher may wish to bless the classroom by inviting students to extend their hands in blessing, saying: Bless this place of learning. May it be a space filled with wisdom and hospitality, insight and creativity, integrity and hope, peace and grace. Amen]

[If used on September 2, 2008] We also pray for our Muslim friends who are starting the holiest month of their year. This is the month of Ramadan. Muslims will go without food from dawn to dusk and have special prayers during this time in which they try to get closer to God.]

Loving God,

Let us walk as children of your light

along the path of hope teaching the gospel 

with our words and deeds

in our schools, our homes, our world

in the name of Jesus.

Amen

Embracing Hope

Welcome and Call to Prayer

St Paul’s career took him to some dark places. He was rejected by his peers. He knew what it felt like to be despised. He was thrown out of town and thrown in prison. He finally met the death of a martyr. Despite all this, St Paul embraced hope. He would not become a prisoner to despair and cynicism. His message was that the Gospel of Jesus brings a hope that saves. But this is not a hope that our material possessions will bring us happiness but rather a hope that asks us to look forward in love with Christ.  Loving God, let us follow St Paul’s example and embrace hope.

Listen to St Paul’s words to the Community in Rome:

In this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

The word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.

Let us pray:

Loving God,

Give us the courage to hope;

To resist the temptation to despair 

To settle for small gods of success and possessions.

Give us the courage to hope;

To persevere in doing Your will

When others wander away from Your path;

Give us the courage to hope;

To reach out to tell you our deepest longings

And listen for Your wisdom in silence and reflection.

May this hope flow through the halls and rooms of this school,

May hope flood our hearts,

May this school be a refuge to those seeking to reach beyond their despair,

May this school be a shining light of hope in our community.

May this school be a place where St Paul would feel at home.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Celebrating with Joy
Welcome and Call to Prayer

In a world where many compete for our attention with differing promises of happiness, it can be difficult to know which path to follow and who to trust.  Today, we celebrate that Catholic Education provides us the opportunity to receive a message of truth and love.  St. Paul had a profound conversion experience and embraced the promises of Christ joyfully and with a passion.  Happy are we who also experience Christ and allow our lives to be transformed.

A reading from the Gospel of Luke (Luke 10: 21-24) 

At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will… 
Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father,

You love each of us with a passion and desire our happiness and well-being.  You gave us your Son so that our eyes might be opened to the life you willed for us – a life filled with riches.  In a world of competing messages and promises, the message of Christ continues to reveal to us a life of truth and love.

We are thankful for the opportunity to witness to our faith daily in our school experience.  As we begin our school year, may we embrace Christ’s life-giving message with joy, as did St. Paul.  And may our joy serve to witness to the pure gift of your love to all that we meet.

We make this prayer through Christ, our teacher and guide, Amen.

Building Community

Welcome and Call to Prayer

Building community.  How often do we hear the call to build strong communities?  But what does this really mean?  How will we know that we have successfully built community?  St. Paul received a call to gather communities built on the love of Christ.  These communities were open to all, Gentiles and Jews alike.

Let us listen to the words of St. Paul to the Roman community (Romans 13: 8-10)

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. All the commandments are summed up in these words, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

The word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God.
Let us pray:

God of love,

When you created us in your image, you desired that we live in relationship with you, with others, and with your creation.  We thank your for the model of pure love given to us in your Son, Jesus Christ.

As we begin this school year, may we build a community founded on that love.  

May we be ever aware of those in our midst who may feel excluded, and may we welcome those with the love of Christ.  

We pray that we might continually strive to heal the wounds of division in our world, including restoring wholeness to our broken planet.  

As a worshipping school community, may we ever grow in the awareness of your love for us.

We make this prayer through Jesus, our brother, Amen.

A Prayer of Gratitude

If the only prayer that you ever prayed was “Thank you,”

that would be enough.  Meister Eckhart
We begin our prayer by blessing ourselves in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

St. Paul began or ended many of his letters to the early Christians with a prayer of gratitude for their faith and courage in the face of often difficult circumstances.  For example, in his first letter to the Corinthians he writes:

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind – just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you – so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Corinthians 1: 4-7)

Let us pray to God, the source of everything that is good, in a spirit of

genuine gratitude …

Gracious God, you sustain our living in every way, 

from the air we breathe and the food we eat;

to the beauty and wonder of all of Creation;

to the life-giving relationships we have with each other.

May we express our thanks for all of these blessings

through our willingness to serve and share with each other.

We give you praise and glorify your name as we pray together …

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

We close our prayer in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A Prayer for a Life of Integrity

We begin our prayer by blessing ourselves in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

On February 4, 1968, two months before he was assassinated, Dr. Martin Luther King preached a famous sermon about what it means to be truly great.

He based it on the story in the Gospels where the disciples James and John asked Jesus if, when that day came, one of them could sit on the right hand, and the other on the left hand of Jesus' throne. Jesus answered their selfish request by saying if any one would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.

Here are some of the words preached by Martin Luther King that day:

There is, deep down within all of us, an instinct.  It's a kind of drum major instinct - a desire to be out front, a desire to lead the parade, a desire to


be first....

What was the answer that Jesus gave James and John?  It's very interesting. One would have thought that Jesus would have said, 'You are out of your place.  You are selfish. Why would you raise such a question?'

But that isn't what Jesus did. He did something altogether different. He said in substance, 'Oh, I see, you want to be first. You want to be great. You want to be important. You want to be significant. Well, you ought to be. If you're going to be my disciple, you must be.' 

But he reordered priorities. And he said, 'Yes, don't give up this instinct. It's a good instinct if you use it right. It's a good instinct if you don't distort it and pervert it. Don't give it up. But I want you to be first in love. I want you to be first in moral excellence. I want you to be first in generosity.  That is what I want you to do.'...

By giving that definition of greatness, it means that everybody can be great.  Because everybody can serve...." 

Let us pray to God today for that spirit of integrity that leads us to live our lives in this way so that we might achieve true greatness…

Providential God, through the gift of your Spirit in our baptism,

you have called each of us to live, as St. Paul declared, 

“a life worthy of the calling to which we have been called” (Ephesians 4: 1). 

Help us to speak with wisdom,

to serve with compassion, 

to work with generosity

and to love with sincerity

as we seek to lead lives of integrity.

Let us pray together for the coming of your Reign in the words that Jesus 
has taught us …

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

We close our prayer in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Catholic Education: Good News for All

SUGGESTED EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION

St. Paul: Good News for All

Preparation of the Worship Space
Create a worship space using symbols related to your school and aspects of St. Paul’s spirituality. These symbols could be 

· placed around  the altar;

· included in the entrance procession;

· placed on a slideshow;

Introductory Rites
Introduction: St. Paul lived a life of challenge and commitment. He brought the Gospel to many people. Some rejected it and some embraced with joy. Today when we receive St Paul’s message it makes us happy too. It empowers us to give witness to it in our culture, which sometimes can be difficult. Despite this struggle, we follow in St Paul’s footsteps in bringing messages of faith, hope and love into our community.

Opening Song: 

Sing Out Earth and Skies (Gather 337, CBW III 545)

Sing a New Song (Gather 384, CBW III 563)

Gather Us In (Gather 539, CBW III 587)

God is Love (Gather 445, CBW III 473)

You are Mine (Gather 461)

Penitential Rite: 

Jesus, You always forgive us: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy

Jesus, You heal the sick: Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Jesus, You bring hope for those who ask: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy

May God, have mercy on us, forgive us when we make mistakes and care for us always. Amen
Liturgy of the Word
First reading: Ephesians 3: 14-21 

As I kneel before God, this is what I pray.  May God in His glory and through the Holy Spirit, enable you to grow strong within yourselves, so that Jesus will live in your hearts through faith. Then with the foundation of love, with all God’s people, you will have the strength to grasp and know the love of Jesus, which is beyond all knowledge. May you be filled with the utter fullness of God. Glory be to God, whose power when we allow it to work in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory be to God in the church and in Jesus Christ forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God
OR

Romans 12: 9-18

Do not pretend to be friendly to others but sincerely show good over evil. Love others as yourself. Always treat others with the deepest respect. Continue to work energetically for the Lord. Don’t give up if things don’t always go your way. Keep on praying. Make your kindness your specialty. Bless those who are unkind to you. Do not get angry with them; bless them! Share happiness with those who are happy and sadness with those who are sad. Treat everyone with equal kindness. Make real friends. Never repay evil with evil. Let everyone see that you are only interested in the good things in life. Do all you can to be at peace with everyone.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
OR

1 Corinthians 15:1-7

And now I want to remind you, my friends of the Good News which I preached to you, which you received and on which your faith stands firm. That is the Gospel, the message that I preached to you. You are saved by the Gospel if you hold firmly to it.

I have passed on to you what I received, which is of the greatest importance: that Christ died for our sins, as was written in the Scriptures, that he was buried and that he was raised to life three days later as written in the Scriptures; that he appeared to Peter and then to all the 12 apostles. Then he appeared to more than 500 of his followers at once, most of whom are still alive, although some have died. Then he appeared to James and afterward to all the apostles. 

Last of all he appeared also to me. I am the least of all the apostles. I do not even deserve to be called an apostle because I persecuted God’s Church. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and the grace he gave me was not without effect. God’s grace is working in me. So whether you hear the Good News from them or from me, this is what we all preach and this is what you all believe.

The word of the Lord.

Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm: (Psalm 25)

R. To You, O Lord, I lift my soul; to You I lift my soul. 
1. 
Lord, make me know your ways, teach me your paths

And keep in the way of your truth, 

for You are God my Saviour.  R.

2. For the Lord is good and righteous.

Revealing the way to those who wander.

Gently leading the poor and humble. R.
3.
To the one’s who seek the Lord, who look to God’s word, 

who live God’s love, God will always be near, and will show them mercy. R.

OR

Responsorial Psalm: (Psalm 128)

R. Blest are those who love You, happy those who follow You, blest are those 

    who seek You, O God.

1.  O blessed are those who love the Lord

     And walk in God’s pathway!

     You will find what you long for,

      The riches of our God. (R.)

2.  We shall be like fruitful vines,

      In the midst of our homes,

     The children will flourish and grow

     Rejoicing at Your table. (R.)

3.   May the blessings of God be yours

      All the days of your lives.

      May the peace and the love of God

      Live always in your heart. (R.)
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia

If we love one another, God will love us in perfect love. (1 John 4:12)

Gospel: Matthew 28:16 

Eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him (even though some of them doubted). Jesus drew near and said to them, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Go then to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples; baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And remember that I will be with you always until the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.
OR

Gospel: Luke 10:25-28

A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher”, he said, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this and you will live.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.

Homily
Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Prayer of the Faithful: 

St. Paul brings us the Good News that Jesus our Saviour is the light of the world. Let us now make our intentions in Christ’s name. The response to each petition is ‘Lord, hear our prayer.’
1. For all who hear the Good News, that we may celebrate with joy and spread that joy to all around us.  Let us pray to the Lord. R.

2. That we may live with gratitude for the peace and prosperity that our country enjoys and for the nations of the world that they may learn to live in peace and harmony. Let us pray to the Lord. R.
3. For our parents, priests and teachers and all who help us to learn and to grow in integrity. Let us pray to the Lord. R.
4. For those who are sick or lonely that they may learn to embrace hope and feel the healing grace of God. Let us pray to the Lord. R. 
5. For all us here: friends, family, priests, teachers and students as we build our community of faith that the connections between our school, our home and our church grow stronger everyday. Let us pray to the Lord. R. 

Song during Procession of the gifts: 

Like a Shepherd (CBW III 490, Gather 251)

Seed Scattered and Sown (CBW III 604, Gather 601)

We Come to Your Feast (Gather 617)

Holy, Holy
Memorial Acclamation
Amen
Our Father
Lamb of God
Communion Song:    One Bread One Body (Gather 599)




Gift of Finest Wheat (CBW III 603




Eat This Bread (CBW III 602, Gather 588)




We Are Many Parts (Gather 530)  

Concluding Rite
Closing Prayer: God of Love, we live with gratitude and celebrate with joy the Good News of Jesus Christ. We embrace hope for our future as we strive to build our communities of love. May we continue to grow in faith and integrity as we look to the light of Your Son to guide us on our life’s journeys. We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Final Blessing
May Your Spirit fill us with hope;

May Your Spirit teach us joy;

May Your Spirit flow through our community;

May Your Spirit help us grow in integrity;

May your Spirit guide us to a life of gratitude.  

Go in peace, to love and serve God. 

May God bless you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Closing Song:     Blest are They (CBW III 522, Gather 469)

    You are the Voice (CBW III 576, Gather 390)

    Sing to the Mountains (Gather 313)

Introduction, Gifts, Prayers of the Faithful and Opening and Closing Prayer written by Lisa Freemantle 
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SOME SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
FOR LITURGIES

Catholic Education Week 2009

May 3 – May 9, 2009

Catholic Education:  Good News for All

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!  (Romans 10: 15)
Some Suggested Scripture 

Readings for Liturgies
Note re Gospel readings …

During fall of 2008, we will be in Cycle A (Matthew), but in Cycle B (Mark) re Sunday readings.  Gospel passages marked with an * also have (a) version(s) in other gospels.

Embracing hope

Genesis 2:  1 – 3 (The Seventh Day)

Genesis 9:  8 – 17 (Covenant with Noah)

Exodus 3:  1 – 12 (Burning Bush)

Numbers 6:  22 – 27 (Priestly Blessing)

1 Samuel 17:  31 – 37 (David Accepts Goliath’s Challenge)

1 Kings 17:  8 – 16 (Widow of Zarephath)

2 Kings 5 (Healing of Naaman)

Tobit 11:  7 – 15a (Tobit’s Sight Restored)

Job 19: 23 – 27 (I know that my redeemer lives …)

Isaiah 2:  1 – 4 (The future house of God/swords in ploughshares)


9:  1 – 7 (The people who walk in darkness ...)


11:  1 – 9 (The peaceful kingdom)


49:  8 – 13 (God keeps promises)


55:  6 – 9 (Seek the Lord while he may be found …)

Jeremiah 29:  11 – 14 (I know the plans I have for you …)


     37:  1 – 14 (The valley of dry bones)

Jonah 3:  1 – 10 (Conversion of Nineveh)

Psalms:  3, 11, 16, 23, 25, 33, 40, 42, 46, 57, 62, 63, 71, 91, 96, 121, 131
Matthew 6:  25 – 34 (Do not worry) * Luke 12: 22 - 31


    7:  7 – 11 (Ask, search, knock) * Luke 11: 9 - 13


   14:  22 – 33 (Jesus walks on water) * Mark 6: 45 – 52; John 6: 15 – 21


   18:  10 – 14 (Lost sheep) * Luke 15: 1 – 7


   20:  1 – 16 (Workers in the vineyard) 

         28:  1 – 10 (Resurrection) * Mark 16: 1 – 8; Luke 24: 1 – 12; John 20: 1 - 10

Romans 8:  18 – 28 (Future glory)


    8:  31 – 35; 38 – 39 (If God is for us …)

Ephesians 3:  14 – 21 (Prayer for the believers)

1 Thessalonians 4:  13 – 18 (The Coming of the Lord)

1 Peter 1:  3 – 12 (A living hope)

Celebrating with joy 

Isaiah 42:  10 – 12 (A hymn of praise)


52:  7 – 10 (How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet …)

Jeremiah 31:  1 – 6 (Joyful return of the exiles)

Zephaniah 3:  14 – 20 (A song of joy)

Psalms: 32, 47, 66, 75, 84, 122, 136, 148

Matthew 1:  18 – 25 (Birth of Jesus) * Luke 2: 1 – 20


    11:  25 – 27 (Jesus rejoices) * Luke 10: 21 – 24


    22:  1 – 14 (Parable of the great dinner) * Luke 14: 15 – 24

Luke 15:  11 – 32 (Parable of the Prodigal)

John 2:  1 – 12 (Wedding at Cana)

Revelation 4:  8 – 11 (Holy, holy, holy …)

Building community (ecumenical)

Isaiah 43:  1 – 9b (Restoration and protection promised)


60:  1 – 7 (The gathering of the dispersed)

Ezekiel 11:  14 – 21 (…hearts of flesh …)


 20:  33 – 38 (God will restore Israel)

Psalms:  66, 67, 80, 85, 111, 127, 149

Matthew 7:  21 – 27 (Two foundations) * Luke 6:  46 – 49

  15:  32 – 39 (Feeding of the crowds) * Mark 8:  1 – 10

John 13:  31 – 35 (I give you a new commandment)

Acts 2:  43 – 47 (Life among the believers)

Romans 13: 8 – 10 (Love one another)

Galatians 3:  23 – 29 (… neither Jew nor Greek …)

Ephesians 4:  1 – 6 (Unity in the body of Christ)

1 John 4:  7 – 21 (God is love)

Growing in integrity 

Sirach 1:  1 – 10 (In praise of wisdom)


 2:  1 – 18 (Duties toward God)


 6:  15 – 22 (Blessings of wisdom)


 18:  19 – 33 (The need for reflection and self-control)


 31:  1 – 11 (Right attitude toward riches)


 32:  14 – 24 (The providence of God)

Isaiah 61:  1 – 11 (… he has sent me to bring good news to the poor …)

Daniel 3:  19f (The fiery furnace)

 6:  10 – 28 (Daniel in the lion’s den)


13:  1 – 63 (Story of Susanna)

Hosea 2:  6 – 8 (Judgment on Israel)

Micah 6:  6 – 8 (What God requires)

Psalms: 1, 37, 51, 95, 112, 119, 125, 146

Matthew 5:  1 – 12 (Beatitudes) * (Luke 6: 20 – 26)


    5:  13 – 14 (Salt and light) * (Mark 9: 50 and Luke 14: 34 – 35)


   13: 1 – 23 (Parable of the Sower) * Mark 4: 1 – 9; Luke 8: 4 – 15


   19:  16 – 30 (The rich man) * Mark 10: 17 – 31; Luke 18: 18 – 30


   25:  31 - 46

Luke 1:  46 – 55 (Magnificat)

Luke 12:  1 – 3 (Warning against hypocrisy)

Romans 7:  7 – 13 (The Law and sin)


    8:  1 – 17 (Life in the Spirit)


   12:  9 – 21 (Marks of the true Christian)

1 Corinthians 12: 31 – 13: 13

Galatians 5:  16 – 26 (Works of flesh/fruit of the Spirit)

1 Thessalonians 4:  1 – 12 (A life pleasing to God)

Living with gratitude

Sirach 40:  18 – 27 (The joys of life)


 51:  1 – 12 (Prayer of Jesus son of Sirach)

Isaiah 12:  1 – 6 (Thanksgiving and praise)


55:  1 -  5 (Come to the water)

Psalms: 9, 23, 75, 92, 97, 98, 100, 103, 138, 139

Matthew 6:  5 – 15 (Concerning prayer/Lord’s prayer) * Luke 11:  2 – 4

    6:  25 – 34 (Do not worry) * Luke 12: 22 - 31

1 Corinthians 1:  4 – 7 (Paul gives thanks)

Ephesians 1:  15 – 19 (Paul’s prayer)

Philippians 1: 3 – 11 (Paul gives thanks)

Colossians 1: 3 – 14 (Paul gives thanks)

1 Thessalonians 1:  2 – 10 (Paul gives thanks)

2 Timothy 1:  3 – 7 (Thanksgiving)
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BIOGRAPHY – ST. PAUL

Saint Paul

The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition | Date: 2008 

Saint Paul d. AD 64? or 67?, the apostle to the Gentiles, b. Tarsus, Asia Minor. He was a Jew. His father was a Roman citizen, probably of some means, and Paul was a tentmaker by trade. His Jewish name was Saul. He was educated in Jerusalem, where he studied under Gamaliel and became a zealous nationalist; he was probably a Pharisee. The chronology of St. Paul's life is difficult, but there is general agreement (within a few years) on almost all details. The hypothetical dates given here are according to one chronological system. 

The sources for St. Paul's life are the Acts of the Apostles, in which he is the dominant figure, and the Pauline Epistles. The value of the latter depends on the extent to which they are accepted as genuinely written by the apostle. Romans, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, Colossians, First Thessalonians, and Philemon are undoubted; Ephesians and Second Thessalonians are rejected by most critics; First and Second Timothy and Titus are generally considered to be in their present form later and non-Pauline; finally, Hebrews was not written by St. Paul himself. 

Paul's first known contact with Christianity is his presence at the martyrdom of St. Stephen. Soon after this he got a commission from the chief priest to go to Damascus to help suppress Christianity there (AD 33). As he approached Damascus he suddenly saw a blinding light and heard Jesus ask, "Why persecutest thou me?" Paul was temporarily blinded and was led into Damascus, where he was found (on the Lord's direction) by the disciple Ananias. On regaining his sight, Paul was baptized and immediately began preaching. (Acts 8.1-3; 9.1-30; 22.3-21; 26.9-23; Gal.1.12-15.)

Paul spent the next 13 years learning the faith, part of the time living in seclusion in the Arabian desert. He visited Jerusalem probably twice (AD 37, 44) and dwelt at Tarsus and Antioch for some time. (Acts 11.) From Antioch, Paul set out on his first missionary journey (Acts 13-14.27; AD 47-49), on which he was accompanied by St. Barnabas and for a time by St. Mark. In general the method was to go from city to city preaching in synagogues and in marketplaces. Among the stops on this first mission were Cyprus, Antioch, and Derbe. Churches were set up, and as soon as the little Christian groups seemed strong enough the apostle and his companions would move on. Among their stops were Cyprus, Pamphylia, and Derbe. About AD 50 there was a council of the apostles at Jerusalem to discuss whether Gentile Christians should be circumcised, i.e., whether Christianity was to be a Jewish sect. St. Paul opposed the Judaistic group vigorously, and the council decided against them. 
(Acts 15; Gal. 2.) 
On his second mission (Acts 15.36-18.22; AD 50-53) Paul, having quarreled with Barnabas, was accompanied by Silas. During visits to Philippi and Salonica they founded two churches that were to become great. They later sailed to Athens where Paul delivered his famous address on the "unknown god" in the market. (Acts 17.16-34.) From Athens, Paul went to Corinth. In the course of a long stay there he wrote First and Second Thessalonians (AD 52). Possibly about this time he also wrote his letter to the Galatians, although some scholars think this was the earliest of the epistles (written from Antioch), while others believe it was written later from Ephesus. At length Paul sailed to Caesarea in Palestine and visited Jerusalem again. He spent some time in Antioch. 
The third missionary journey of St. Paul (Acts 18.23-21.26; AD 53-57) took him to Galatia, then Phrygia, and over to Ephesus. His two-and-a-half-year stay in Ephesus was one of the most fruitful periods of his life; in this time he wrote his two letters to the Corinthians (c.AD 56). He went to Corinth to help the Christians there, and he probably wrote the Epistle to the Romans there. Thence he returned to Ephesus and finally to Jerusalem. This was his last visit to the Holy City (AD 57-59), for soon after he arrived he was arrested for provoking a riot. 

After being held prisoner for two years and after hearings before the council of priests, before the Roman procurator Felix and his successor Festus, before Herod Agrippa II, and again before Festus, he appealed to Rome on his citizen's right. So he was sent to Rome under guard. (Acts 21.27-28.31.) On the way they were shipwrecked on Malta but finally landed at Puteoli (Puzzuoli). Paul was imprisoned (AD 60) in Rome but was allowed to conduct his ministry among the Roman Christians and Jews who visited him. Of his final fate tradition says that he was beheaded south of the city, near the Ostian Way, probably during the persecution of Nero. A lesser tradition claims that Paul was released after his first imprisonment and that he went East again, and perhaps also to Spain, before his martyrdom. Some scholars believe that Paul was executed after his initial imprisonment, probably AD 62. St. Paul's tomb and shrine are at the Roman basilica of St. Paul's Outside the Walls. 

St. Paul's figure dominates the apostolic age, and his epistles have left a tremendous impress on Christianity. The first Christian theological writing is found in them, where it is characterized rather by spiritual fervor than by systematic analysis. St. Paul became a fountainhead of Christian doctrine, and countless interpretations have been given of his teachings. Thus, Roman Catholic theology leans upon him at all times, and Martin Luther derived from the Epistle to the Romans his principle of justification by faith alone. There can be no doubt that Paul's interpretation of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, his doctrine of the church as the mystical body of Christ, his teaching on law and grace, and his view of justification have been decisive in the formation of the Christian faith. The feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, June 29, is one of the principal days of the church calendar; the conversion of St. Paul is commemorated Jan. 25. 

St. Paul is well known to this day.  Much of what the Church teaches and believes comes from the writings of St. Paul.  We celebrate the conversion of St. Paul to Christianity on January 25.  St. Paul and St. Peter share a feast day on June 29.  To learn more about St. Paul, his teachings, spirituality and more, you are invited to look into the helpful websites listed below.

http://www.zenit.org/article-20005?1=english   Pope Kicks Off Year of St. Paul

http://www.archtoronto.org/Stpaul/  Year of St Paul, Archdiocese of Toronto

http://www.annopaolino.org/index.asp?lang=eng  Pauline Year

http://cactholicfaitheducation.blogspot.com/2008/05saint-paul-writing-his-epistles.html  The Pauline Year

www.catholicregister.org  Monthly articles to celebrate the year of St. Paul

http://www.abbaziasanpaolo.net/lectio.en.pdf  Short Texts for the Year of St. Paul

Vocabulary to explore:


Places to locate:
Conversion



Tarsus

Pharisee



Rome

Missionary



Damascus

Synagogue



Jerusalem

Disciple




Antioch

Martyr




Palestine

Basilica




Corinth
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