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GOOD NEWS FOR ALL – BACKGROUND
Written and Recorded by Nancy Bodsworth (DPCDSB)

For Catholic Education Week 2009
As the two-thousandth anniversary of the birth of St. Paul approaches, we are reminded of this year’s Catholic Education Week theme Good News for All.  The prophet Isaiah (52:7) states, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news.” St. Paul in his letter to the Romans (10:15) echoed Isaiah’s words by saying, “How Beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.” As Catholic Educators, we have both the awesome and challenging task of proclaiming Jesus’ message amidst a world affected by a barrage of often unpleasant and distressing news.  Music is an amazing medium to get this message of Good News out to our students and have it reflected back into the world.

The song Good News for All aligns with the directive sent out by Noel Martin, director of Catholic education, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association to introduce the theme for Catholic Education Week 2009, which has been endorsed by the Catholic Community and the bishops of Ontario.  Noel Martin talks about how important the message of Isaiah and St. Paul is for us as Catholic educators. We need to further our commitment to Catholic Education, by truly living out the message of the Gospels in our lives, in our classrooms, in the school hallways and on the playing field.  The Good News theme was divided into five sub-themes: Embracing Hope, Celebrating with Joy, Building Community, Growing in Integrity and Living with Gratitude. Each of these sub-themes is mentioned in the song Good News For All. 

Every school board in the province will receive a copy of Good News For All, along with the accompanying sheet music.  The CD has two versions of the song, one with vocals and one without, so that students can “sing-along” with the CD in situations where no instrumental accompaniment is available.

It is my hope that teachers will be able to use this songs in their classrooms and school liturgies to not only celebrate Catholic Education Week 2009, but to encourage their students that the Good News can be proclaimed through actions, words, stories, art and of course, music.  This is our call – Good News For All.

*Excerpts from the article “Good News For All: Singing the Praises of Catholic Education Week, May 3-8, 2009”,  by N.Bodsworth, Winter 2008, Volume 12, Issue 2 of Principal Connections, The Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS:

This package includes:

· CD Recording of “Good News For All”

TRACK 1: Full Vocals/Instrumental

This version has lead vocals, background vocals and full instrumentation.  
TRACK 2: Sing-a-long Version

This version has background vocals and full instrumentation ONLY.  Use this version where no live instrumental accompaniment is available.  

· Lead Sheet 

For lead vocals (melody), keyboard, electric/acoustic guitar and bass guitar.   Please note that the CD recording is in the key of B major.  Guitar players: use CAPO 2 and play in the key of A major.
· Guitar Chords

For guitar players – use CAPO 2.
· Lyric Sheet

Lyrics only – copy and distribute to students/teachers.
*For assistance or more information, please contact Nancy Bodsworth at nancy.bodsworth@dpcdsb.org or visit www.nancybodsworth.com.






