Template Letter to Parishes

From Principal/Chaplain

Dear Father:

Each year the Ministry of Education designates a week to celebrate education in Ontario.

During the same week the Catholic community celebrates Catholic Education Week, which highlights the distinctive contribution that Catholic schools make to our students, our community, our Province. Catholic Education Week is a unique opportunity to celebrate the excellent work of our Catholic schools in the integration of Gospel values into every facet of the school’s life and curriculum.

This year’s theme is “Catholic Education: Good News for All”.

It is sometimes difficult, perhaps even often difficult, to find good news in today’s world.  The deepening economic crisis, the real fear of many parents that they may lose their jobs, the unsettled military conflicts across the globe make scanning the media for any good news stories a challenge. And yet into this gloom light shines.  We witnessed the election of a fresh new American President who a weary world embraced as a symbol of hope and of a new start. – “Yes, we can!” And in this world and at this time, we in Catholic education, are the feet who bring good news, who speak of peace, who say to people yearning for hope, “Yes we can!”

As always, Catholic Education Week 2009 highlights the partnership that remains fundamental to Catholic Education, and was thoroughly underlined by all the participants in the ICE Symposium. The family-school-parish triad appeared in the replies to all the six questions that the Symposium asked. The parish was, is and will remain the centre of the worshipping faith community. Catholic Education Week always begins on a Sunday so that the local Catholic community may have an opportunity to celebrate the ‘enduring gift’ of Catholic Education within the context of the Eucharistic Celebration.

Throughout Catholic Education Week, we hope that all the partners in Catholic Education will be able to participate in events that celebrate Catholic Education’s presence in your parish. We invite the participation of all the members of our Catholic Education family in local events to celebrate Catholic Education Week 2009. 

May we request your special assistance in these three areas:
Parish Bulletins

A sample bulletin insert is attached to this letter. Please insert this sample (or a part of it if space is limited) or another of your choice in the parish bulletin for the weekends of April 25 - 26 and May 2 - 3. In addition to advertising Catholic Education Week 2009, this insert could include local events celebrating this special week.

Sunday Eucharist May 2 – May 3
We hope that the parish liturgies of May 2 – 3, 2009 might provide a fitting beginning for Catholic Education Week 2009 in our schools throughout the province. As the school community of ___________________, we would appreciate it if our school community could be actively and visibly involved in the Sunday Eucharist that weekend as lectors, commentators, altar servers, gift bearers or in the preparation and offering of the Prayers of the Faithful.

Catholic Education Week Liturgy

You will also find attached a suggested outline for a celebration of the Eucharist to mark Catholic Education Week 2009. We hope to create an opportunity for all of our partners to come together to worship in gratitude for the gift of Catholic Education. Perhaps this could take place: 

(a) In a special daytime/evening Eucharist in our parish, or 

(b) By relocating one of the already scheduled parish Masses to our school setting, or

(c) By involving the school in one of the already scheduled parish Masses.

I look forward to discussing these proposals with you at your convenience. We thank you for your on-going support of Catholic Education and your collaboration with our school program.

Sincerely,




Principal

Chaplain

Staff
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