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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS -
BEACONS OF HOPE





SUGGESTED EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION

Suggested Eucharistic Celebration for

Catholic Education Week 2009

Catholic Education: Good News for All

Votive Mass for St. Paul

Gathering Hymn

You may wish to choose one of the following:

You Are the Voice


Gather 



222

Take My Hands


CBW II



681

Gather Us In



Gather Comprehensive

744

All Are Welcome


Gather Comprehensive

753

Song Over The Water


Gather Second Edition

518

The Voice of God


Gather Second Edition

519

They’ll know we are Christians
Gather Second Edition

533

Opening Prayer
Lord God,
you appointed Paul your apostle
to preach the good news of salvation.
Fill Ontario Catholic Schools and the entire world with the faith
he carried to so many peoples and nations,
that your Church may continue to grow. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 9:1-20)
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

The Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 117)

The response is: Go out to the whole world; Proclaim the Good News

O praise the Lord, all you nations

Acclaim him, all you peoples!  R
Strong is his love for us;

He is faithful forever.  R
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia: 
Celtic Alleluia

CBW III
549

(or choose one known by your community, appropriate for the Easter Season)

A reading from the Gospel of Mark (Mark 16:14-18)
Glory to you, Lord.
Jesus showing himself to the eleven, he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer of the Faithful

Note: 
If students are involved in offering the Prayer of the Faithful, they may wish to compose their own prayers in age appropriate language.

CELEBRANT
Loving God, you are the source of all wisdom and courage. Through the power of the Holy Spirit and the example of your son Jesus Christ and the witness of St. Paul, continue to guide us in nurturing our Catholic schools, we pray to you, our God.
READER

The response is:  Loving God, hear our prayer.

For our Holy Father, and all the leaders of the church,
may they continue to be beacons of hope.  

We pray to you our God.  R
For leaders in this country and throughout the world, 

may they hear the joyful voice of Catholic schools as they proclaim the good news in word and deed. 

We pray to you our God.  R
For those in our community who are suffering,

may we have the humility and strength to be the arms of Christ reaching out to them with justice and compassion. 

We pray to you our God.  R
For our schools,

may they be places marked by integrity - by the harmony of our words and actions.  

We pray to you our God.  R
For all Christians, particularly the members of this school community, 

may we carry grateful hearts for your constant love flowing through our lives.

We pray to you our God.  R
CELEBRANT
God of all creation, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. We stand before you, as witnesses to your great compassion. We call on you in his name trusting in Your love as it was revealed to us through your son, Jesus. Be with us now and forever.  Amen.

Preparation of the Altar

You may wish to choose one of the following:

Help Us to Help Each Other Lord


CBW

712

Lord of All Power




CBW

711

What So Ever You Do



CBW 

717

Come and Be Light for Our Eyes


Gather

305

God of Day and God of Darkness


Gather

477

Earthen Vessels*




CBW III 
445

We Come to Your Feast



Gather

850

Prayer over the Gifts

Lord,

as we celebrate this holy Eucharist

may your Spirit fill us with the light

which led Paul the Apostle to make your glory known.

Grant this through the name of Jesus the Lord.

Amen.

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You are the eternal shepherd
who never leaves his flock untended.
Through the apostles
you watch over us and protect us always.
You made them shepherds of the flock
to share in the work of your Son,
and from their place in heaven they guide us still. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven
we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest.

Communion Hymn

You may wish to choose one of the following:

A Living Hope 


CBW III


613

Take and Eat



CBW III


611

Now In This Banquet


CBW III


608

May We Be One


CBW 



247

We Are Many Parts*


Gather
Comprehensive
733

God Is Love



CBW III


473

Dwelling Place* 


Gather
Comprehensive
594

One Bread, One Body* 

Gather
Comprehensive
830

Communion Antiphon I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and sacrificed himself for me (Gal. 2:20) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord,
you renew us with the communion
of the body and blood of your Son.
May Christ be our life,
and may nothing separate us from his love.
Following the teachings of St. Paul,
may we live in love for our brothers and sisters.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.


Recessional Hymn

You may wish to choose one of the following:

Be light for Our Eyes



CBW III


305

Lord Jesus of You I Will Sing

CBW



554

Let Justice Roll Like a River


Gather: Second Edition
516

We Are Called




Gather



301

Bring Forth The Kingdom


Gather



280










