	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…GROW IN INTEGRITY


	LESSON ONE:
“Old Turtle and the Broken Truth”

	GRADE LEVEL:
Intermediate

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:

In the Old Turtle and the Broken Truth a little girl seeks the wisdom of the ancient Old Turtle, who sees that the people's Truth is not a whole truth, but broken. It is about a piece of truth that falls from the sky and breaks into two pieces.   A man finds one piece and believes it as his truth. He does not realize that that is only HALF the truth. Old Turtle shows the girl the missing part of the Truth, and the Little Girl returns with it to her people. Then the pieces are brought together, and the broken Truth is made whole at last: YOU ARE LOVED... AND SO ARE THEY.  The people began to appreciate the message that could only be truly understood when the broken pieces were again joined together.  This book shows that there are many influences around us that have an impact on the way we see the world.  The lesson of the book, “We need to see the whole picture before we can fully understand the truth in any situation.” leads nicely into a lesson on media literacy.


	MATERIALS:
Book, Old Turtle and the Broken Truth by Douglas Wood ISBN# 0-439-32109-3
                           
Poster or advertisement of a movie 

                           
20 ft. string, rope or tape



	TIME FRAME:
1 x 45 minute Lesson




1x 45 follow up Activities



	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS  

Media Literacy:

1.3 evaluate the effectiveness of the presentation and treatment of ideas, information, themes, opinions, issues, and/or experiences in media texts
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	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings: Care for God’s Creation.  We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored.
Religious Education Program:
Gr. 7: Unit 2 We Believe in God

Gr. 8: Unit 1: We Believe in the Holy Spirit

Fully Alive Program:
Theme 1 “Created and Loved By God”

Scripture Connections: "Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things" (Philippians 4:8).

Catholic Graduate Expectations:
2(e) an effective communicator who: 

Uses and integrates the Catholic faith tradition, in the critical

analysis of the arts, media, technology and information systems

to enhance the quality of life.



	DISCUSSION POINTS
This community building activity from the Freedom Writers, is an excellent beginning to a discussion on influences.
But where is the missing piece? “Can we put the truth back together again?"
We need to see the whole picture before we can fully understand the truth in any situation.

The truth is often perverted by our biases.
Life on many television shows and movies is far from normal. They often glamorize potentially destructive behaviors like drinking, drugs, affairs, and intimate teen relationships.
	Before Lesson:

Teacher involves students in a Community Building Activity, entitled, The Value Line:

Students stand on two sides of a 20 foot string, or rope.

They are instructed to step forward on to the line if they agree with the sentences read by the leader.   Stand on the line if:

1. You have sent a text message before

2. You have watched Much Music

3.  You talk to friends via instant messaging

4. You have visited Face book
5. You have gone to the Cinema recently
6. You have an Ipod
7. You enjoy reading magazines
8. You have a favourite commercial
9. You have a favourite band
10. You have Cold Play’s latest album
Placemat Activity:

Divide students into groups of four.

Distribute placemat to each group.

Write the word INFLUENCES in middle of placemat.
Ask the students to explain the types of influences they experience.
Have students work together on placemat activity and write down all of the influences in their lives.

Invite students to share their findings with the whole group.

What are the major INFLUENCES on today’s youth?
Before Reading:
Examine cover of the book. What do you like about it?  Looking just at the book cover, who do you think is the book’s target audience? What makes you think so? How might the cover be modified or improved to be more appealing to the target audience?
During Reading:
Read Old Turtle and the Broken Truth, stopping at the page before the picture of the truth.  Discuss as a class what the missing truth could possibly be.  Do they think that the missing truth will solve the conflict?

What did crow find? What did all the animals discover?
What did the humans do with the broken truth?
Who came to visit the Old Turtle?
· What wisdom did Old Turtle share with her?
· What happened when the little girl arrived home?

· Does the story have a happy ending?
After Reading:
· What do you believe was the truth the story referred to? 
· Do you believe humans can solve their problems peacefully? Why do you think it was a child who came to visit the Old Turtle in the story?
· Finish the story.  Ask, “is the whole truth easy to believe?  Why or why not?”
· What other truths do you or others carry with you/them?  Are they broken or whole?
· How do we listen to God’s wisdom?
· Can you identify truths that The Church has?
· He believed in the broken truth and didn’t question it, how does this relate to media literacy?
· We are called to deepen our understanding by critically looking at what we see, hear, and read in the Media.

Media Literacy Activity:

Find a poster from a Movie Ad.

Use the Media triangle to ask the following questions:
1. (Audience) How does this text appeal to me? What things do I like and dislike?

2. (Text) In what ways does this text tell a story? Does it connect to a larger story?

3. (Production) Where does this text come from? Who created it?  Who owns it?

*(See Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction Grades 4-6, Volume 7, page, 39)

Divide the students into 6 groups and assign each group a topic of discussion.  Allow the students an opportunity to make connections, ask questions and explain their reaction to the following points.
Group 1 - Media Basics
Every form of media means to communicate. Sometimes it strives to inform, raises consciousness and engages debate. Sometimes it entertains. Providing "news" is often the work of agencies who bring the news to the attention of TV and radio outlets. The issues of love, justice and death seem to inspire the best music, movies and print. The Internet reveals both the strength and the flaws of media in our society. It has opened the world, providing information, communication channels and entertainment. At the same time, it has made pornography more accessible than ever before. Media choices require a conscience.

Group 2 - Teen Surveys
Teenagers, ages 14-17, estimated their use of print, TV, music and radio, Internet and movies. They tried to remember the many ways media can be used almost unthinkingly—watching videos or listening to the radio while working on something else. The highest estimate was 46 hours total per week. Then the teens tracked their actual media use in a log, recording it as they used each medium. The lowest actual use was 54 hours total. The teen who estimated 46 hours actually spent 56 hours in all.
Group 3 - Media Influences
Media is the gathering force in this day and age. Movies, TV and music are the rallying points for get-togethers and the topics of conversation. What happens as a result? 

The influence exerted over the viewer or listener (known as the target market) is subtle, disguised and hidden, but planned with care. Your needs, your wants, your feelings are primary. Media appeals to your fears as well. All these appeals are made more effective by repetition and promising rewards.
Group 4 - Is Media a Monster?
Is all media to be mistrusted? Is media itself some great evil? No.

You have to sort it all out—just as you sort out other influences in your life. Media is created by people. You know you are capable of both good and evil, right and wrong. So are the people who create media.
St. Paul offers some advice: "Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things" (Philippians 4:8).
True, excellent movies, songs and publications are created all the time. Many teens, though, don't listen very closely to lyrics and don't think much about the underlying message of what they see and hear.

You can choose to be influenced by positive, life-giving thoughts—or not.

Group 5 - Think Sacramental

The Catholic faith is filled with sacraments. These sacraments involve outward symbols. We believe God touches us through the physical: touch, sight, taste, smell and hearing.
The Catholic mind is able to discern how God is present in our culture - even in media. What in the culture speaks of God to us and turns us toward God? To the Catholic mind, the possibilities are endless. The Catholic mind has also been a creative force in the media and all creative and performing arts. Whatever the media creates, whatever it becomes, will be your responsibility.

Group 6 - Media Literacy
Students look for relevance and meaning in what they are learning.  In today’s media-saturated world, media literacy is highly relevant.  Students need to learn to view media messages with a critical and analytical eye as well as how to interact with media responsibility. Students work in groups to discuss topic assigned to them.  After they have had an opportunity to discuss, one of the group members reports to the whole group. 
* Adapted from Catholic Youth Update. Wired Up and Plugged In: The Influence of the Media, Lonni Collins Pratt.


	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend
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