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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Directors of Education and Chairpersons

· All Catholic District School Boards and School Authorities

FROM:
Noel P. Martin, Director of Catholic Education

SUBJECT:
Catholic Education:  Good News for All – 

Theme for Catholic Education Week 2009 – May 3 – May 8, 2009

“How Beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.”  (Romans 10:15)

Thank you for your commitment to Catholic education and for your support and promotion of Catholic Education Week 2008.  The topic seemed to resonate with the Catholic Community.  The support of the Bishops of Ontario was very welcome and very encouraging.

The chosen theme for Catholic Education Week 2009 is:

Catholic Education:  Good News for All

In a world that is desperate for any form of good news, we in our school communities, proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.  And this Gospel, this Good News is for all peoples.  It is the Good News that God has come among us, lives among us, and loves us faithfully.
In his address to Educators in Washington during the papal visit to the United States, Pope Benedict XVI used these words from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans (10:15):

“How Beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.”  In these words Paul was echoing the words of the prophet Isaiah.  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news. (Isaiah 52:7)

We who are engaged in the work of Catholic Education are among those who bring good news.  And it is with our feet, our going out to meet people where they are, that we who are called become the ‘beautiful’ messengers of the Good News, Good News for All.

Catholic Education Week 2009 will fall within the year that the Vatican has announced as the Year of St. Paul, June 2008 - June 2009.  This is to celebrate the two thousand anniversary of the birth of 

St. Paul.
The five sub-themes for Catholic Education: Good News for All are:





Embracing Hope





Celebrating with Joy




Building Community





Growing in Integrity





Living with Gratitude

It is the hope of this Catholic Education Week 2009 Committee to have resource material available to schools and boards earlier than in previous years.
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