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Catholic Education:  Good News for All
Guidelines for using the Advance Kit
What is Catholic Education Week?

Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education during Catholic Education Week. 
What is the theme of Catholic Education Week?

This year’s celebration entitled “Catholic Education:  Good News for All” is scheduled for the week of May 3 – May 8. The scriptural theme is “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news,” taken from the tenth chapter of St Paul’s letter to the Romans. In this Year of St Paul we reflect on his wisdom.
What is the Catholic Education Week Resource Kit? 

For a number of years OCSTA has developed and distributed a school-based Resource Kit of activities, prayer services and suggested resources based on the theme of the particular year. The Resource Kit is sent to Catholic school communities early in the year to assist them in their Catholic Education Week activities. 

What is the Catholic Education Week Advance Kit? 

In order to help all Catholic educational partners engage in prayer and dialogue in preparation for Catholic Education Week 2009, OCSTA has prepared an Advance Kit of prayer services and reflection activities. Unlike the Resource Kit that is designed for students, the Advance Kit, sent early in the school year, is designed to help adult groups (trustees, school board staff, school staff groups, parent groups, parish groups, associations, etc.) reflect on the theme of Catholic Education Week with prayer services and reflection activities beginning in Advent and concluding in the month before Catholic Education Week. 
What are the sub-themes of Catholic Education Week?

The Advance Kit has five prayer and reflection activities for the five months preceding Catholic Education Week, each activity reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic Education Week: 
1. Advent - “Embracing Hope”

2. January - “Celebrating with Joy”

3. February - “Building Community”

4. March – “Growing in Integrity”
5. April - “Living with Gratitude”

How can the Advance Kit be used in a local Catholic educational community? 

Each service may be used to begin a meeting or gathering, or to provide an opportunity for the adult partners in a local Catholic education community to discuss the themes. 

Each prayer service includes: 

.. prayers that reflect the theme; 

.. a scripture reading that connects with the theme; 

.. a personal reflection related to the Scripture reading; 

.. a theme-related reading taken from contemporary Catholic spiritual writings; 

.. questions for discussion or reflection based on that reading 

Does the format of these prayer services always have to be followed? 

The Advance Kit is a gift to be adapted and utilized in whatever way suits the needs of your local community. Feel free to use all, or any part, of the kit in the five months prior to Catholic Education Week 2009 beginning in Advent 2008. 

What approach should be taken to the discussion? 

The Advance Kit is designed in Catholic education to help adult groups to sit down together to pray and reflect. In discussing the reflection questions found in this Advance Kit, it is important to allow for the divergent views and experiences that may emerge. Reflection sharing or discussions should be conducted in a gospel atmosphere of respect. Conflicting points of view should be heard and accepted, without feeling the need for them to be resolved. 
How can we help prepare for future Catholic Education Week activities?

OCSTA encourages all its partners to let us know about your group’s use of this Advance Kit by sending an e-mail to OCSTA at the following e-mail address: ocsta@ocsta.on.ca
The Catholic Education Week Committee would also be pleased to receive your feedback on this Advance Kit as well as suggestions to improve its value to our partners in Catholic education.  These, and all other Catholic Education Week materials are available at the OCSTA website: www.ocsta.on.ca. 

Catholic Education: Good News for All
Advent 2008
“Embracing Hope”

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
Though the Mountains May Fall – Dan Schutte
Mary Did You Know? – Various Artists
O Come Divine Messiah – Traditional
OPENING PRAYER:
Loving God,
We remember your embrace of hope in this Advent season:

The embrace of compassionate love around a frightened world;
The embrace of Mary and Elizabeth joined in shared wonder;
The embrace of a young woman carrying ultimate goodness.

May this remembrance lead us deeper into your love
and guide us along paths of light in the darkness of winter,
to our true homes within the Trinity of Love.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen
READING:
Luke 1:39-45 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
The Gospel of the Lord

QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 

For what do I hope?
READING:

With a hymn composed in the eighth or ninth century, thus for over a thousand years, the Church has greeted Mary, the Mother of God, as “Star of the Sea”: Ave maris stella. Human life is a journey. Towards what destination? How do we find the way? Life is like a voyage on the sea of history, often dark and stormy, a voyage in which we watch for the stars that indicate the route. The true stars of our life are the people who have lived good lives. They are lights of hope. Certainly, Jesus Christ is the true light, the sun that has risen above all the shadows of history. But to reach him we also need lights close by—people who shine with his light and so guide us along our way. Who more than Mary could be a star of hope for us? With her “yes” she opened the door of our world to God himself; she became the living Ark of the Covenant, in whom God took flesh, became one of us, and pitched his tent among us (cf. Jn 1:14). 
-Pope Benedict XVI Spe Salvi, #49
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION: 

Who are the stars of hope in our community that reflect the light of Jesus?
CLOSING PRAYER:

God of Advent promise,
Bless our gathering.
Grant us hope-filled eyes to see possibilities where others see problems,
To see goodness among the chaos,

To see beauty in the ordinary,
To embrace hope despite temptations to despair.

We make this prayer in the name of a new-born child and Prince of Peace,

Amen
SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS:

Only Hope – Mandy Moore, (CD) A Walk to Remember
O Come, O Come Emmanuel –Traditional

What A Strange Way to Save the World – 4Him, (CD) The Season of Love 
 Catholic Education: Good News for All

January 2009

“Celebrating with Joy”

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
City of God  – Dan Schutte
This is the Day  –  Bobby Fisher

Our God Reigns  –  Leonard E. Smith Jr.

OPENING PRAYER:
Creator God,

We joyfully celebrate the wonder and majesty of your love for us.
With glad hearts we open ourselves to the beauty and wonder of this world.

May delight resonate through our schools and out into our community.

May we proclaim Good News to all by our kindness and courage.
May all ears hear the wonderful story that we bring to the world.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen
READING:
Philippians 4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
The Word of the Lord

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTION:
What makes you joyful?
READING:

“Swept by an ecstatic joy, I cried: "Jesus, my love! At last I have found my vocation. My vocation is love!… In the heart of the Church, who is my Mother, I will be love. So I shall be everything and so my dreams will be fulfilled. Why do I speak of "ecstatic joy"? it's the wrong phrase to use. Instead I should speak of peace, that calm, tranquil peace which the helmsman feels as he sees the beacon which guides him into harbour. How brightly this beacon of love burns! And I know how to reach it and how to make its flames my own…”

—St Theresa of Lisieux
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
What aspects of our Catholic schools cause us to celebrate with joy?
CLOSING PRAYER:

Loving God,
You call us to dance with joy,
To celebrate the goodness of who we are,

To cast aside coverings,

To raise our light to those around us.

Help us to move in joy

To sing with hope

And know that our goodness is sufficient.

We make this prayer in the name of  Jesus who laughs and dreams with us.
Amen

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG:
Lord of the Dance  – S. Carter
In the Day of the Lord  – M.D. Ridge

This Little Light of Mine   – Traditional

Catholic Education: Good News for All

February 2009

“Building Community”

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:

Gather Us In  –  M. Haugen

One Bread One Body  – J. Foley

We are One Body  –  J.M. Talbot

OPENING PRAYER:
God of loving-kindness,
To you we offer praise and thanksgiving.
You bring us together as one body united in love.

May our differing gifts harmonize to proclaim the goodness of our schools;

May we always feel Your presence in reconciling wounded relationships;
May you create in us a deeper unity, a closer belonging.
We ask for these blessings through Jesus the healer and teacher.
Amen
READING:
Romans 12: 4-8
For as in one body we have many members, 

and not all the members have the same function, 

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; 

the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; 

the giver, in generosity; 

the leader, in diligence; 

the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 

What are the gifts that you bring to this community?

READING:
Fulfilling the Promise
Leadership of our schools … belongs to all. From student to director of education, each person has significant contribution to make:
· in creating a school environment that reflects the value and dignity of each individual;
· in striving to fulfill the responsibilities of his or her role in a conscientious and wholehearted manner;
· in cooperating with one another out of a spirit of mutual respect as sisters and brothers in Christ;
· in recognizing the power of day-to-day personal encounter as a witness to faith;
· in communicating the joy and hope of our Catholic faith.
-Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
What can this gathering do to strengthen the Catholic educational community?
CLOSING PRAYER:

Loving God,
Bless our journeys together,

May we be united by Your love;

Driven forward by Your justice;

Sustained by Your Peace, Your Beauty, Your Joy, Your Hope.

May Your Spirit flow through our gathering places and classrooms;

May we make our Catholic schools places marked by grace and truth.

May these schools illuminate our communities with wisdom.
We ask for these blessings in the name of Jesus the Teacher.

Amen
SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS:

Bread for the World  – Bernadette Farrell
You are the Voice  –  David Haas

Song of the Body of Christ  – David Haas
Catholic Education: Good News for All

March 2009

“Growing in Integrity”

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
Christ Be Our Light  –  Bernadette Farrell
Go Make a Difference  –  Steve Angrisano & Tom Tomascek

Seek Ye First  –  Karen Lafferty
OPENING PRAYER:
Creator God,

Touch our hearts with your Truth.
Inspire us to bring wisdom to the knowledge we acquire.

May we speak, may we teach, may we heal with one voice:
the voice of Your compassion,

the voice of  Your justice,

the voice of Your integrity.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus who is the way, the truth and the light. 
READING:
Romans 12: 9-17
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honour. 
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; 
do not claim to be wiser than you are. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:
In what parts of my life do I need to align my words with my deeds?
READING:
Lay Catholics in Schools: Witnesses to Faith #9
The laity are called in a special way to make the Church present and operative in those places and circumstances where only through them can she become the salt of the earth. In order to achieve this presence of the whole Church, and of the Saviour whom she proclaims, lay people must be ready to proclaim the message through their words, and witness to it in what they do.
-The Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
How can our schools demonstrate through our example that we are Good News for all?

CLOSING PRAYER:

Loving God,

Help us to make our schools places of integrity
Where word and witness are one,
Where truth is spoken and walked,

Where justice begets peace,

Where reconciliation reigns,

Where compassionate ears listen to words of wisdom,

Where we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS:

The Summons  –  Iona Community
Go Light Your World  –  Kathy Trocolli
Cry the Gospel  – Tom Booth
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April 2009

“Living with Gratitude”

SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS:
Malo, Malo  –  Jesse Manibusan
God’s Love is Everlasting  – Tom Tomazek

Table of Plenty  – Dan Schutte
OPENING PRAYER:
Loving God,

It is good to be here.

May our gratitude for this moment

Extend back through time

Tracing the ways 

You have taught us wisdom;

Into the future with hope 

for promises to be fulfilled;

Around the world 

To embrace Your people

Trying to build a civilization of love;

Up into the heavens

To wonder at the majesty

Of Your creation.

May our time together

Remind us of our gratitude

For Your gifts.
May we treasure this gift of Catholic education,

May you always guide us and strengthen us.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus the Teacher,

Amen
READING:
Philippians 1:3-5, 9-11
I thank my God every time I remember you, 

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 

And this is my prayer, 

that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 

to help you to determine what is best, 

so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 

having produced the harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord
QUESTION FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:
For what am I thankful?
READING:
Fulfilling the Promise
“If we are to live as Christians today and in the future, and guide the young who are entrusted to us, we must be deeply rooted in God. Our Catholic way of life needs to be understood, not as a half-hearted loyalty to an old-fashioned structure, but as the truth that sets us free (John 8:32). Our faith is a treasured gift to be lived and practiced in gratitude to and love for God - Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. We are called to be people who marvel at the act of creation that brings us to life in the divine image and likeness, people who stand humble before the mystery of the Incarnation -"the hint half guessed, the gift half understood? We are called to bind ourselves willingly to each other as brothers and sisters, and to reach out in solidarity to those in our midst who are suffering.”
 –The Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops
QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION/REFLECTION:
For what gifts of Catholic Education should we be most thankful?
CLOSING PRAYER:

Gracious God,

You bless us with many spiritual treasures - faith, hope and love and so many more.

May we use these gifts to help build a “Civilization of Love” starting here in our school.
Give us grateful eyes 

to see your world’s gifts around us.

Let this vision of the earth’s beauty give us strength for the battle to repair the brokenness and heartbreak around us.
Bless our school community, may they always be open to your truth,

Bless those gathered here with wisdom
Bless all the people we serve with grateful hearts.

We pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen
SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS:

Thank You God  – Carey Landry
God is Here  –  David Haas

Earthen Vessels  –  John Foley
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