	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…CELEBRATE WITH JOY


	LESSON ONE AND TWO:   “The Red Sash”

	GRADE LEVEL:
Junior/Intermediate

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:
In this lesson, you will be exploring the celebration of joy.  The joyous celebration is rooted in a historical narrative of the community of Fort William where Aboriginal people and the settlers lived in community.  The first part of the lesson will focus on experiencing the joy of successful voyage in a Canadian community.  The second part of the lesson focuses on how God works through us to help people understand what we are called to live a life filled with joy.


	MATERIALS:
The Red Sash, by Jean E. Pendziwol ISBN # 13-978-0-88899-589-6 



Bible




“A Time of Joy” handout




Leaf Template



	TIME FRAME:
1 x 45 minute Lesson




1 x 45 minute follow-up Activities



	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS
Reading OE 1

Writing OE 1

Social Studies 4 to 6   History Grade 7/8

	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings: Care For God’s Creation

We are called to protect people and the planet.

Call to Family, Community and Participation

We are sacred persons, yet participate in the social experiences of our community.

The Dignity of Work and the Right of Workers

The voyageurs and community people are respected for what they do.

Solidarity

We are one human family and we need to learn to “love our neighbours.”

Fully Alive Program
Grades 4 – 8: Theme Four

Religious Education Program:

Gr. 4: Unit 5, 7, 9

Gr. 7: Unit 8: Theme 2

Catholic Graduate Expectations: 

7(g) – Respects and understands the history, cultural heritage and pluralism of today’s contemporary society

1(c) – Actively reflects on God’s Word as communicated through the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures



	DISCUSSION POINTS
Note to Teacher

Before reading the book, you can become familiar with historical context of Fort William and Northwest Company at the back of the book.
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	LESSON DESCRIPTION
PART A 

Before Reading

Activate the prior knowledge of the class, by brainstorming their understanding of the fur trade in Canada.

During Reading

Read the book entitled “The Red Sash” to the class.
Guiding Questions:

· How do you know the boy liked adventure?

· How do we know this is about Canadian history?

· What characteristics would you use to describe the boy?

After Reading

Think/Pair/Share
1. Why was it important for the community to welcome back the voyageurs?

2. Why did the boy receive the red sash?

3. Why did the people of Fort William gather in celebration?

Student Activity
Have students complete the activity where they are asked to draw and illustrate a time when they felt joy.

Distribute Handout A.

PART B
Introduction

Reinforce the theme of joy by centering on God’s unconditional love for all of us.

Identify one or two ways we as people can show joy through actions at home, at school, or the community.

Before Reading:
Activate prior knowledge of any stories the students know where someone felt joy in the Bible.

During Reading: 

Read Holy Scripture:  John 15:1-11

In this passage, Jesus describes himself as the true vine of God and we are the branches.  Our unity is important as this brings great joy to us as we are part of God’s family and unconditional love.
Guiding questions:

· Who helps the branches to bear fruit?

· What images come to mind upon hearing the scripture passage?

After Reading:

Guiding Questions
· Why do you think Jesus chooses a vine?(strong, durable, continuous)

· Why is it important for us to know that God loves us?



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend




