	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…EMBRACE HOPE


	LESSON ONE:
“Butterflies Under Our Hats”


	GRADE LEVEL:
Primary, Junior


	

	TEACHER INFORMATION: 
Butterflies Under Our Hats by Sandy Sasso is a story of losing and finding hope. Once there was a town called Chelm where there was no luck. If something could go wrong, it did. The roofs of the houses always leaked. The sidewalks were cracked. The gardens grew only weeds. Nothing was ever right. One day a strange, beautiful woman with a purple hat comes to town and tells them that there is something better than luck. She tells them to try to capture hope, in the form of butterflies, under their hats. When they find they cannot, they despair again at their bad luck. But when they look under their hats again, they find that the butterflies have left a faint powder–a trace of hope–and that was all they needed to be happy. The book encourages students to never give up, or lose hope.



	MATERIALS:
Butterflies Under Our Hats, by Sandy Sasso, Joani Keller Rothenberg, Illustrator, 



Paraclete Press (MA) ISBN# 1-55725-474-5


	TIME FRAME: 1 x 45 minute Lesson


	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS
Writing

1.
generate, gather, and organize ideas 
and information to write for an 
intended purpose and audience;

	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings: Care for God’s Creation We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation.
Scripture Connections: Psalm 33:20

Religious Education Program: 

Gr. 1: Unit 7: Praise God for New Life

Gr. 2: Unit 2:  “I Belong”

Gr. 3: Unit 9:  “The Holy Spirit Gives New Life.”

Fully Alive Program: Theme Five “Living in the World”

Catholic Graduate Expectations: 3. a reflective and creative thinker who: Recognizes there is more grace in our world than sin and that hope is essential in facing all challenges.


	DISCUSSION POINTS



What does it mean to have hope?

“If you lose hope, somehow you lose the vitality that keeps life moving, you lose that courage to be, that quality that helps you go on in spite of it all. And so today I still have a dream.” Martin Luther King Jr

	Before Reading:

Write the word HOPE on chart paper and invite students to share their hopes and dreams.
During Reading:  Read story, Butterflies Under Our Hats and ask the students to reflect on the importance of hope. 

After Reading:  Lead a discussion on the meaning of hope:

“Today I would like for you to think of a time when things seemed hopeless. Turn to your elbow partner and share a time when you felt despair. What did you feel like doing?  Did you give up or did you have hope?”

Why is it important to never lose hope in life?

When we lose hope how do we find it again?
How does hope give us courage to face our hardships?
Students reflect on the meaning of Hope by writing ideas on butterfly shapes or butterfly writing paper. (see attached).



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend
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Hope Is….. 
