	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…EMBRACE HOPE


	LESSON ONE:
“The Tree”

	GRADE LEVEL:
Primary

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:
THE TREE is a book that fills you with hope.  It is about an 800 year old Douglas fir in the old growth area of the Pacific Rain Forest in America’s Northwest.  The story focuses on all the experiences this tree has had and how sad it would be if anything happened to it. Responsible stewardship is emphasized.  It is a story that sends a message of hope as a tree feels the joy of giving life, shade, sustenance, and comfort.  There is the threat that human expansion and destruction could destroy the tree, unless humans band together to save it.


	MATERIALS:
The Tree by Dana Lyons, Illustrated by David Danioth, ISBN# 978-0-9701907-1-0



Song can be found on website: http://www.danalyons.com/lyrics/



Tree template(see attached)



	TIME FRAME: 
1 x 45 minute Lesson


	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS
1.
Writing:

· generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience

	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings:

Care for God’s Creation

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. 

Scripture Connections: Genesis (1:1-31)

Religious Education Program Connection:
God’s Creation
Fully Alive Program: Theme Five “Living in the World”
Catholic Graduate Expectations: 

7 (e) A responsible citizen who respects the environment and uses resources wisely.



	DISCUSSION POINTS

	Before reading:
· Look at the cover of the book.

· What do you notice?

· Why do you think the author put the title in all capitals?
· How do trees help our world?
During Reading:
· Read aloud the story THE TREE, and stop on page that says,
“But now I hear bulldozers coming, and I wonder, Am I soon to die?”

· Teacher invites students to make predictions about what will happen next.

Write down responses on chart paper.


	[image: image1.jpg]X%

i‘?





	After Reading:
· Teacher reads aloud quote from book. 


“Who will house the owl?


And who will hold that river’s shore?


And who will take refuge in my shadow,


If my shadow falls no more?”

Discussion Questions:

· Who is responsible for taking care of our earth and God’s creatures?

· How can each of us preserve our fragile environment?

· Why does a brighter future lie in our own hands?

Activities:

1.  Create a collage using pictures from magazines, 
books or internet sites,  that  shows people being 
good caretaker’s of God’s world.

2. Sing song: The Tree. Song can be found on website: http://www.danalyons.com/lyrics/
3. Journal Writing.  Students write reflection on tree shaped template. (see attachment)



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend





Who will house the owl?

And who will hold that river’s shores?

And who will take refuge in my shadow,

If my shadow falls no more?

We are called to protect our environment by:
