	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…LIVE WITH GRATITUDE


	LESSON ONE:
Giving Thanks to God and each other

	GRADE LEVEL:
Primary/Junior

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:

One of the ways we show our respect for the Creator, creation and each other is by giving thanks. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan; it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect and respect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. By giving thanks we stop to recognize the beauty and wonder of all of creation. Teaching students to say please and thank you helps to create and nourish a community of respect.



	MATERIALS:
Book: The Secret of Saying Thanks by Douglas Wood Pub. Simon & Schuster,



ISBN#-978-0-689-85410-1 (An inspirational text that offers a spiritual homage to nature 


and to the many ways we can say thanks for the wonders we sometimes take for granted)




Scripture: Luke 17:11-19 Jesus heals the Ten Lepers



Grade 2 Music Religion program “Song of the Earth”



Pictures, magazines depicting nature, families etc.




Glue, scissors, mural paper.


	TIME FRAME:
1 x 40 minute Lesson


	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS
OE 1, 2

Writing, OE 1

Media Literacy OE 3

Visual Arts/Drama OE 1 

Art

Music


	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings: Life and Dignity of the Human Person: The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society

Call to Family, Community, and Participation: The person is not only sacred but also social.
Care for God’s Creation: We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation

Fully Alive Program: 

Grades 1, 2, 3: Theme 5: Topic 2 & 3

Religious Education Program:

Grade 1: Unit 5: Theme 15

Grade 2: Unit 6: Theme 16

Grade 3: Unit 7: Theme 21

Catholic Graduate Expectations :  1(e ) A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith Community who speaks the language of life…” recognizing that life is an unearned gift and that a person entrusted with life does not own it but that one is called to protect and cherish it.”



	DISCUSSION POINTS
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Bible Story – Luke 17:11-19

Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers
	LESSON DESCRIPTION
Learning Expectations: 

The students will:

· identify gratitude as a form of prayer and praising God

· demonstrate that saying thank you shows that we care
· demonstrate understanding of a text by retelling the story or restating information from the text
· identify the main idea and some additional elements of texts

· establish a personal voice in their writing, with a focus on using familiar words that convey their attitude or feeling towards the subject
· produce two-and three-dimensional works of art that communicate ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences)
DAY 1
Before Reading:

Activate and assess prior knowledge by using a graphic organizer.

Ask the students: When someone gives us something why do we say thank you? Why is it important to be polite?

Ask the students to brainstorm: 

What are some of the things we are grateful for? Fold the paper in half and on one side of the paper have them make a list.

On the other side of the paper ask the students to make a list of people they are thankful for. 

Show the students the cover of the book. Discuss the picture.

Ask the students what they think this story is about?

During Reading:

Guided questions:
What are the best secrets?

What are some of the secrets the girl in the story shares?

Why does she thank the rocks, birds and the creatures?

After reading:
Allow a short time for silence at the end of the story
Guided questions:
How did this story make you feel?
Why do we thank our families and friends?

How does saying thank you make us feel?

How do we feel when people say thank you to us?

Who else do we need to always thank? 

Read the story of Jesus healing the 10 lepers 

Ask the students:

How do you think the lepers felt after they were cured?
How do you think Jesus felt when only one came back to say thank you?
Ask the students to think of a time when they forgot to say thank you to God?
Ask them if it is ever too late to thank someone?

Art:
Create a Collage - We Are Happy Because We Give Thanks

Using pictures and words from magazines creates a class collage.
Music: 
Song of the Earth Grade 2 religion program  

Writing:
Ask students to write about their favourite part of either story 

or create a prayer of thanksgiving 



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend




