	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…GROW IN INTEGRITY


	LESSON ONE:
“Don’t Laugh At Me”


	GRADE LEVEL:
Primary

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:

In the book, Don’t Laugh at Me, by Steve Seskin and Allen Shamblin, children suffer ridicule because of their differences.  The song and book encourage kindness to others, and help children find their common sensitivity to the painful effects of disrespect, intolerance, ridicule, and bullying. This book helps children grow in integrity as they learn respect of self and others.  The book explores the important theme of “We are created in the image of God, and God loves and sustains each one of us.”


	MATERIALS:
Don’t Laugh At Me Book by Steve Seskin & Allen Shamblin, ISBN# 1-582-46-058-2
                          
CD - Don’t Laugh At Me

                          
Chart Paper with Lyrics to song written (see attached)

                          
A ball for activity


	TIME FRAME:
1 x 45 minute Lesson


	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS 

(Oral Communication, OE 1)
Listen in order to understand appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes.

(Media Literacy, OE 3)

Create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques.


	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings:  Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.

Scripture Connections:  Matthew 22:37-39
(Love of God and others)

Religious Education Program:

Relate to topic of

· Created in the Image of God
· Jesus Welcomes Children
Fully Alive Program: 

Theme One: Created and Loved by God. 

Topic 3: All kinds of feelings.  

Topic 4: We Share Our Talents and Gifts

Catholic Graduate Expectations: 

4(a) A Self-directed, responsible, life-long learner who:  

a) demonstrates a confident and positive sense of self 
    and respect for the dignity and welfare of others. 


	DISCUSSION POINTS
Has anyone ever laughed at you and how did you feel?
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Integrity means making choices that help you be the best person you can be. We show integrity when we do what we think is right.
How do we work at being the best we can be so we may show integrity

in our daily actions?

We all have our special gifts.

What are your special gifts?

What do the words 

“Don’t get your pleasure from my pain. /In God’s eyes we’re all the same.” mean to you?

Do the right thing, even if it isn’t going to be easy for me or for others.

Make sure there is no difference between what I say and what I do. I will be consistent and true to my heart. 
God gives each person talents and gifts.

It is our job to try to develop our talents and gifts.

When we share our talents and gifts, we help to make the world a better place.

	LESSON DESCRIPTION
Before Reading
· Teacher shows the book and reads the title:
      Don’t Laugh at Me.
· Have students predict what they think this book will be about.

· Ask the students if they can recall a time when they wanted to say “don’t laugh at me” or “don’t laugh at him/her”?  What happened?

· Turn to your elbow partner and do a Think/Pair/Share.

During Reading:  Read the story to the students.
Guiding questions:

· Why did the author write the book?

· How did the story make you feel?

· Why did the illustrator exaggerate the features of the characters in his illustrations?

After Reading
Activity 1
Play the CD of Don’t Laugh at Me.

Point to the words on the chart as the students sing a long.

· How did the song make you feel?

· What were some of the moments in the song that made you sad?

· What were some of the moments that made you happy?

· When did you feel both sad and happy?  Why?

Activity 2
Teacher puts the words:

“Don’t Laugh At Me” in centre of chart paper:

Teacher creates a word web, by inviting students to share any words that they associate with this book.

· Have children reflect in a journal about a time they felt “put down” by another person, and how that experience made them feel.

· Have children reflect in a journal about a time when they put down another person or witnessed someone being put down and how that experience might have made the other person feel.

· Have children write a letter to one of the characters in the book “Don’t Laugh at Me.”

Activity 3

Teacher introduces lesson:  “Today we are going to explore feelings and learn how what we say or do can influence the way another person might feel.  We will play the ball game.
Have students gather in a circle with you.  Begin by completing the sentence, “I feel sad when…” and toss the ball to another person. The child who receives the ball then repeats what the person before her said and completes the sentence, as well.

“Ms. Smith feels sad when she sees a ….I feel sad when….” and tosses the ball to a new person in the circle.  The ball is tossed in this way until everyone has had a turn.  Or, alternatively go around the circle in a similar manner completing the sentence, “I feel happy when…”

Can you think of a way you could help someone feel better after he or she has been teased or called a name or excluded from a game?
What gifts do we all share? (patience, courage, generosity,  kindness, integrity)

· Can you think of a time you stood up for someone being teased or excluded?

· Would you stand up for him or her now, even if you didn’t do it then? How? 



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend




Don’t Laugh At Me

(Allen Shamblin/Steve Seskin)

I'm a little boy with glasses
The one they call the geek
A little girl who never smiles
'Cause I've got braces on my teeth
And I know how it feels
To cry myself to sleep

I'm that kid on every playground
Who's always chosen last
A single teenage mother
Tryin' to overcome my past
You don't have to be my friend
But is it too much to ask

Don't laugh at me
Don't call me names
Don't get your pleasure from my pain
In God's eyes we're all the same
Someday we'll all have perfect wings
Don't laugh at me

I'm the cripple on the corner
You've passed me on the street
And I wouldn't be out here beggin'
If I had enough to eat
And don't think I don't notice
That our eyes never meet

I lost my wife and little boy when
Someone crossed that yellow line
The day we laid them in the ground
Is the day I lost my mind
And right now I'm down to holdin'
This little cardboard sign...so

Don't laugh at me
Don't call me names
Don't get your pleasure from my pain
In God's eyes we're all the same
Someday we'll all have perfect wings
Don't laugh at me

I'm fat, I'm thin, I'm short, I'm tall
I'm deaf, I'm blind, hey, aren't we all

Don't laugh at me
Don't call me names
Don't get your pleasure from my pain
In God's eyes we're all the same
Someday we'll all have perfect wings
Don't laugh at me
