	THEME:
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS…CELEBRATE WITH JOY


	LESSON ONE:
We Celebrate You

	GRADE LEVEL:
Primary

	

	TEACHER INFORMATION:

(This lesson has been adapted from the York Catholic District School Board lesson plan for Virtue Focus Book)  The human person, fashioned in God's image, has a supreme dignity which surpasses that of all other creatures - a dignity fully revealed by God the Son, who became human as Jesus Christ. Made in the image and likeness of God, all persons are sacred - this is the heart of human dignity.

Why teach this lesson? To have the students experience the virtue of HOPE by discussing, reflecting and writing about God’s love for all creation, their own self-worth and potential and their place in God’s plan.


	MATERIALS:
On the Day You Were Born, by Debra Frasier, pub. Harcourt, Inc. ISBN # 0-15-




205567-3 book/CD.  This book is a celebration of each new life.  It reflects the beauty 



and wonder of the natural world, and the possibilities the future holds for all.




Pocket chart with sentence strips and phrase cards




One circle shape for each student.


	TIME FRAME:
1 x 40 minute Lesson


	MINISTRY CURRICULA LINKS
Oral Communications 

OE 1, 2 

Writing OE 1,2

Art 

Music

	CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

Catholic Social Justice Teachings:

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The person is not only sacred but also social.

Care for God’s Creation

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation
Fully Alive Program:  Theme 3

Religious Education Program:

Gr.1: Unit 1, Unit 10

Gr. 2:Unit 1, 2, 10

Gr.3: Unit 1,10

Catholic Graduate Expectations (1a) A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith Community who illustrates a basic understanding of the saving story our Christian Faith.



	DISCUSSION POINTS
☺have the students gather around you so that all are able to see the pictures and the cover of the book

[image: image1.png]On the Day You Were Born

Debra Frasier




	LESSON DESCRIPTION
Learning Expectations:
The students will:

· Express a sense of belonging to God, the world and each other 

· Listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes
· Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes
· Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, and informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning 
· Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended audience and purpose
· Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational and literacy graphic forms
Day 1.

Before Reading:

Ask the students to look at the cover of the book.

Discuss with the students the different images –ask them why did the illustrator place the person in the middle of the picture?

During Reading:

As you read each page invite the students to comment on the words or images e.g. Why do you think the coming of your birth would cause such excitement among the creatures of the earth? Does the North Star remind you of another star? Why did the people sing?  Who were they welcoming?

Invite the students to share stories of welcoming someone new into their families.

After Reading: 

Discuss how God welcomes each one of us into a world of hope.

Use the frame sentences in a pocket chart for shared reading/writing. e.g.

Welcome to the spinning world, welcome to the __________.
Welcome to the spinning world, welcome to the __________.
Welcome to the spinning world, welcome to the __________.

Students participate by placing word cards created from the words in the story e.g. flaming sun; glowing moon; growing trees; glittering star; falling rain; singing people (see glossary of book) in the pocket chart to complete this close activity.

Concluding Activity:

Give each student a circle (representing the earth) Ask the students to draw a picture of themselves in the spinning world. 

Create a bulletin board with the words “On the Day we were born God, the earth and the people sang “Welcome we are so glad you’ve come!”



	ACCOMMODATIONS:

How I will change the lesson to meet the needs of individual students?

⁪ Peer tutor/ Partner

⁪ Increase/decrease time
⁪ Manipulatives

⁪ Oral Explanation

⁪ Include visuals

⁪ Extend


	ASSESSMENT:

How will I know when my students are successful?

⁪ Anecdotal Notes

⁪ Peer/Self Assessment
⁪ Checklist

⁪ Rubric


⁪ Oral Reports

⁪ Rating Scale

⁪ Interview/Conference
⁪ Include Visuals

⁪ Extend




